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natural operation, wrought by their own. endeavours; 
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whoſe faith receives its life from their works ; hoſe faith 
depends. on impulſes, ſudden impreffions, or ſomething 
immediately darted into the ming, whole faith is only a 
fſtrong preſumption fermented through the power of ima» 
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they affirm, come into the world in the deepeſt pollution. 
He that is called, the laſt Adam, who came to bruiſe the 
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and left a great part of mankind. eternally; to periſn 
the firſt ſin, They repreſent the Oue God p< ap pag 5 
wills: the one revealed, and the other ſecret; with the 
1 farmer, willing the ſalyation and happineſs of all his crea- 
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"7 HEN the Lord was pleaſed to call any man 
to his kiggdom, his uſual ſpeech to him -was, 
Faller mes And his general direction is the 
my man ſerve me, let him follow ne. And 
he dukes of his ſcdect diſciples, is this; The 13 
which Lg the Lamb Fan * abe OS 


Bort no a cba follower f Ge Cle of Gel, 
who does not openly confeſs his name. Jeſus was an 
enſign lifted up. And his diſciples are 2 city ſet on 2 
hill: and appointed to be a light to the world. Mg 
whatever ſhew people make, or however ftri they be 
in external converſation; they bring 10 glory to Chriſt, 
ſo long as they do not boldly confeſs him, as thei” 
Lord, 8 heir God: to make nen 5 wits: 
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| Axy tio man can truly confeſs the fon of God, ue 


he follow him in the very way wich the Lord himſelf 
_ hath preſcribed. To pretend to follow. him by any other 
rule, i is openly t to deny him : foraſmuch as it is a rejection, | * 
of his wiſdom, and his authority: and ſetting up the will 
and doftrines of men, as * or ſuperior, to the Lord 
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pleaſed to call any man 
to his k 1 bis aſd an to hin e 


fame to all If 27 
the deſe 1 


Bur 975 man ean 05 of the Chriſt of God, 
who does not openly 'confeſs his name. Jeſus was an 
enſign lifted up. And his diſciples are a city ſet on 2 
hill : and "appointed to 'be a light to the world. 
whatever ſhew people make, or however ſtrict they 
in external converſat ' they bring 10 glory to 
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A5 tio man can 


he follow him in the very way wich the Lord himſelf | 8 


hath preſcribed⸗: To pretend to follow him by any other 
rule, is openly to deny him : foraſmuch as it is a rejection 


of bis wiſdom, and bis authority: and "0g vp. the 7 
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1 2: Tax EVANGE LICAL BELIEVERS 

Trzse is a antral confelfiok which a map may NL hs 7 

i concerning himſelf, before men; ep all may know 

who he is, or what he profeſſes. S0 the ncient_ church 

confeſſed, that they were ſtrangers 3 | 
earth. Heb. xi. 13, John Baptiſt qapteſſed, 

. not the Chriſt, but that he was ſent before him.” John 

- iii. 28. Paul confeſſed, that after the way which they called 

| hereſy, he worſhipped the God of his fathers. Acts xxiv. 

14. And Timothy confeſſed, that he was e 5 * 

life. 1 e Wa. * 
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* | _ _ 9” 
RS to confeſs the Son ol f God, is to 3 
1 according to the record which the Father hath given 
ot him. To aſcribe glory to him, in the moſt ſtrong and 
13 pointed manner: ſo as to expreſs the deepeſt impreſſions 
| of che heart: or that our ſouls are perfectly devoted to 
kim: in firm perſuaſion of mind, truſt, love, ſubmiſſion, 
_ obedience, hope, delight, &c. and that all our intelleual 
2 powers. embrace him, as our All in all. And this is both 
ta God, and before men. For the believing ſoul cannot 
| keepifilence.:- Pſalm xvi. 10. To God he pours ot this 
whole heart, and opens his very boſom, with .reverence . 3 
_ antl godly fear. And to men, he is ready to pro laim his 
| 4 gratitude, and joy in the Lord, Palm, vi. 16. F. or 
. | | where the love of God is ſhed abroad in the heart, no man , 
can ſtop: that mouth, from t n n N 
Wm 15 25 * 2 * 


4 7 


3 2 Ker WES vine” 55 a N open 
their faith, in, the Holy One of God; en NH * * 
acknowledge him, verily. to be what he is. That he i is 75 
£ the ſon of the living oy Mat. xvi. 16 Jon oi 


— 

1 - 4 

3 of N 1 
PRs * - 14 D 
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That he J | Dont id 8 all * divine fulneſs, 
John vi. 5 1} i. 19- That he is the true God and 


eternal li "Job xx; 28. 1 ohn v. 20. That he is 
Emmanuel, very God in our nature. John i. 4. 1 John 
iv. 2, 15. That he is the one mediator between God 
. and man, 1 Tim. ii. 5. Heb. viii. 6. That he is the 
Redeemer, Sanctifier, and Saviour of his people, Eph. i. 
7. Hebrews ii. 11. 1 John iv. 14. That he is the true 
OE. prieſt and king, i in his church, Deut. xviii. 18. 
Pſal. cx. 4. Max. xi. 10, That he is the xi ſneſs of 
all his ſaints, Jer. xiii. 6. 2 Cor. v. 21. That he is 
the alone way to the Father, John xiv. 6. Eph. ii. 18. 
That he is the brightneſs of all glory, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
Heb. i. 3. That he is the life their ſouls now. enjoy, 
Gal ii. 20. Col. iii. 3, 4. 
þ erernal gory, Cal. i. . Tit. i it. I 3 


"Mo 1 * the Land of. 25 3 
preſent praiſe and than giving to God by him; aſeribing 


glory and blefing to the Father, in che name of Jeſus 


Chriſt, Heb. Xiil. 15. Eph. iii. 21. That which by the 
pſalmiſt is called, giving thanks; Pal. xviil. 49, is by the 
oftle called, conſeſſion, Rom. xv. 9. If we aſcribe. | 
praiſe to the Father, with underſtanding, by Jeſus Chriſt; 
we give equal glory to the Son, as to the Father: 
foraſmuch as 1 the F r in aim, 
| John v. 28. A iii. 13. . 55 


we 


III. Tux en the tack when 2 855 by kiſs 


name: that is, when they appeal to him, who knows © 


their hearts. For, to ſwear, in truth, is to preſent the . 
heart before him that judgeth righteouſly. And thereby. 
we aſs his omihiſcience, and his truth, We are 
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 iridly forbidden to ſwear by any other game. 
any to ſware by his name, who do not kno 


| profunation. And none can know the Father, but ys Fu 


Son; therefore none can ſwear by the one, but what 
fwear by the other, Mat. xxiii. 22. That which the 
peophet ſpeaks, every tongue ſhall fivear, Iſai. xlv, 27 K 
expreſſed in the New * e * ne, 
Nun ar 1k. Phil. TY 8 8 


Iv: Tarrieonffs FAY Lord 1 Jt dar ered i Is 5 
his name. For every perſon, preſenting a petition to any 
being, does thereby confeſs the ſufficiency of that being 
to do the thing he aſks, as well as his dependence on the 
goodneſs of that being to grant his requeſt. And if he 
its 1 in the name of any perſon,” he does thereby confeſs 3 
that he is perſuaded that perſon has intereſt and power 
ſufficient to prevail, John xiv. 13.14. Solomon, at the | 
dedication of the temple, joins confeſſion and prayer 
together, as being th the fame e or Ng 1 lang 5 


viii. IF 4p 1 us 3 5 
52 


8 v. Tuvy Py Sie iſ" Oc of God, ; 
| they make confeſſion of their ſins before bim. For, to | 
acknowledge an offence, with ſelf-abafement; is an ac 
knowledgement- of the worth, dignity,worexcelleney of 
the perſon offended. Confeſſion of fin, is an humble 
confeſſing the majeſty, holineſs, and perſection of God. 
againſt whom the fin was committed, Pfalm li. 4, 4s 
well as his rich grace to forgive, Dan. ix. 9. When 
the name of the Lord Jeſus was magnified among the, 
Epheſians, many confeſſed and ſhewed their deeds, Acts 


Believers, confefli their fins in” tde 1 


ix. 175 18. 1 


CONFESSION or zur SON or 60 5 
of repentance, hen their dependance on the 


Son of God, to forgive dein iniquities, Nat. i. 6. Maxk 


„ene e | | 
5 0 2 4 1 : 
ef oats Henan dee certain to e con- 


feſs the Lord; for if any man be aſhamed to confeſs him, 


it is becauſe that ſoul has never ſeen; him, nor known 
him. But all that have known his name, and beheld his 
excellency, are ready to confeſs to God, . all their 
ſouls, and with all the powers within then 
their whole ſelves to his wiſdom, power, a and love. 


And without reſerve, they confeſs his name before all 
men. And he has promiſed to confeſs. them, before his 
F a" gg is in en, ad * 32. ee xii. fog | 


Now the baer, Confolin of Crit, n d * | 


that is, N TO and e 1 
\# if, : 4 ; 


Ir is hh hs ht. man 1 And the „ 


Ghoſt faith, My ſon, give me "thine heart. David alſo 


faith, My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed. And 
again he ſays, I will praiſe thee, O Lord my God, with all 
my heart. Faith always worketh by love, and where the 
love of God is, the whole ſoul is ſurrendered to him, as 


its ſovereign 8 its truſt, j Joys and delight. * 


Aux if che ke be united to 9 the Holy One, 
the mouth will confeſs him. For out of the abundanct 
the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh. And, with the mouth confeſs" 
frm is made. | They that know his name, cannot be 


en from e his glory, ſpeaking of ee que 
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Aent majeſty, uttering his mighty: acts, and « 
their 6 eee Ads iv. 20. 


oy . 1 
15 * 1 TY | 


A: as the love of God fills the 9 as the KR 
| of God fills the lips and moves the tongue, that ſou 
aſſuredly confirm and ratify ſuch a confeſſion, by followitig | 
_ Chriſt in his ordinances. Fot this is the criterion, If ye 
love me, heep my commandments. And his commandments 
are never grievous to them that love him. All the com- 

| mandments of Chriſt to his church, are entirely directed 
nefit of his ſaints. Every ordinance which the 

Lord has appointed i in his houſe, is intended to enlighten, 

-quicken, comfort, confirm, enlarge, eſtabliſh, and re- 
pleniſh the ſouls of his diſciples in the fulneſs of Chriſt. 


And they are adapted to theſe two purpoſes, © that they, 


thereby, may confeſs their faith in his name; and that 
they, therein, may behold the i of his ade 5 | 


"ou 74 oY 
1 
7 * 1 


* 7 . ; 


Bur in order to a 1 conception of thoſs which are 
; called the ordinances of the houſe of God, it is neceſſary 
to diſtinguiſ the different branches of laws and com- 
mandments which the Lord has, at divers times, and to 

! in er circumſtances, . to mankind. 


. 1 TX 8 % 
FS #5 d 
5 


NM was the law given by Moles, u 


| covenant. This ee of two branches ; ; dhe former 


0 all ee by or whether thols PI bad 


ever been uttered in words or not, the thin PF: commanded | 
are the natural duty of all the ſons of me The latter 
was contained in rites and ceremonies, RG only to 


* "the 8 of Iſrael, as A w__ whom God had diſtin- * l 


will 


. . as 


8 


to them a 5 virtue of ot: cop and con- 


fiſted in figures and ſhadows | of good things to come, 
being dinances impoſed on them till the time of 
the coming of the Meſa the hence, and then ct. 


Trail are allo 4 o& our ir Lad Joh 9 


Chriſt, which are not the ſame with thoſe given at mount 


are directed) bow whit 


Sinai, but of a much higher and more excellent nature; 


and theſe conſiſt of two branches. The fürmer relates to 
the behaviour of his diſciples (for to them only his Jaws 
ey ſhall conduct themſelyes to all 
mankind, and in all their converſation. This may bear 
ſome reſemblance to the ten commandments, but goes 
far beyond them. Foraſmuch as the children of God 


enjoy greater bleſſings, and are endued with greater light 


and power, through the ſpirit of Chriſt, than the childten 
of men enjoy by nature, therefore greater things. are 
required of them. Such as loving enemies, bearing 
inſults, praying for them that hate us, doing good to 


thoſe that deſpitefully uſe us, denying ourſelves, taking 


up our croſs, forſaking all our enjoyments for his name's 
ſake, if required, &c. &c. &c. The moral Jaw requires 
juſtice, truth, and equity, but Jeſus came to diſplay grace 
and mercy, therefore his diſciples muſt reſemble their 
Lord herein, Mat. v. 45, 48. But the latter branch of 
the commandments of the Lord, are thoſe properly called 
the ordinances of his houſe, and relate to the worſhip of 
God according to the ordinances of the goſpel, wherein 


the ſaints hold communion with Chriſt in the ſpirit and 


are ſo many different modes appointed by our great 1 
Prieſt for us to draw nigh to God, therein ad EY {hi 
F ather i in 28 and in tru n. | 
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"Two of theſe ordinances are purely figurative. T 
Feed or hold forth, in PEROT ſigns, all ths loſing. 
of the Kingdom 'of God. Theſe are che ordinanee of 
 Vaptifin, and the ordinance" of breaking © bread? 7 Th 
formet is a repreſentation of all the grace, which u ſou 
is made partaker of, to bring him out of a ſtate of ſin 
into a Nate of life. The latter is a repreſentation of all 

the grace, with which a foul is bleſſed, to bring him up 

to a ſtate of heavenly glory; The former is done only 

onee, as it is & ſign of thoſe things which can paſs upon 

the perſon only once. The latter is to be done often, as EY 
it is a ſigh of thoſe things, which are perpetually 
repeated, till we arrive at eternal perfection. The Carer 
is perſonal,” to expreſs God's elect gathered one eee 
out of the world into the ſnieep-fold. Tlie latter is 
ſocial, to expreſs the unity of the body of Chriſt, when: 
gathered i into one * or ele church. 7 


4 vo 
” . 


1 
Ap beige 0 figns and 1 ſhadows ol Chriſt th being" ; 
ſubſtance, they cannot be of any benefit to any, perſon 
living, only to ſuch as receive them with underſtanding, 
by faith beholding the things therein ſignified z without 


which (theſe ordinances are fo ſacred) it is damnation to ' 

every one that toucheth them, 1 Cor. xi. 29. In the 

order in which the ſpiritual bleflings are communicated, | 

of which theſe ordinances are figures, the ordinances are 

to be performed; firſt baptiſm, then the Lord's ſupper, 

otherwiſe it is all e and e * {> 
1 as theſe dice of the ROW of che San of TGT | 


God, whereby the truth of Chriſt is held forth to us, in 
various modes and lively figures; and as in theſe ſigni- 


ſicant repreſentations of rich grace, our faith in Chriſt is 
: 5 ; confelled | 


7 


'C NFESSION. oz THE SON or ob. 


miniſter of Chriſt, to ſuch perſons as have been duly 
eee confeſſion of their fai 


in dhe Lond amen aud who reren n een 
; ances, as a ratification of the confeſſi 


5 which hay have m | 
thereby to ſet to their ſea}, or ſubſcribe to the truth of the 


reer e Llal. xiv. 5: John ii. 33 


2 Wms has 2 night e co partzkoigs. one of theſe 

ordinances, has a right to partake of the other alſo; for 
they are. the commandments of the Lord, to all who be- 
lieve in his name. And every one who mu He on d bim 
in truth, will certainly follow him ih theſe ir and 


| Healy Ng ary 


BAPTISM. 


HE deſign of this ordinance is to make manifeſt 

| the Son of God: as ſaid the meſſenger that went 
before him : But that he ſhould be made manifeſt to Ifrael, 
therefore am ¶ come baptizing with water. And it is ap- 
pointed to all that believe in Jeſus, thereby to manifeſt 
their faith in the Chriſt of God. And it is the firſt 
ordinance wherein any man can openly declare his faith 
in the Holy One, *&" confeſs the Lord of glory. F or 
whatever confeſſion any man makes with his mouth, it 


ſtands for nothing, ſo long as he does not conform to 


the appointed order. So long as he remains unbaptized, 
his verbal confeſſion is like a will or deed, which being 
ever ſo correctly drawn, yet, while it, remains unexe- 


55 | cuted. 


ate to be adminiſtered, by a faithful 


ade with their mouth, Rom. x: — 4 
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— bears no authority. And, on the other 
. perſon baptized, without making an explicit confeſſion. 
his faith in him whom the Father ſent, and being baptiz 4 
in ratification thereof, is of no ſigniſication at all, but is 
like a man ſetting his hand and ſeal to a blank: which has | 
no „ ac But: is meer mie e gal ah 206: 
Ti HEY 2 * reject. hls i deſpiſe. aha. * af 
God, and reje& the counſel of God againſt themſelves, 
Foraſmuch as it is the appointment of God, who ſent 
John to baptize with water: John i. 33, and the com- 
mandment of Chriſt to his apoſtles : Mat. xxviii. 19. nor 
| is jt ever ſuppoſed that any one could be a believer, and 
live in the neglect thereof, Mark xvi. 16. Luke vii. 29, 
30. And they that change this ordinance, either in te 
ſubject or the mode, from the pattern given, by John the 
Baptiſt, by Jeſus Chriſt, and by his Apoſtles, prove 
themſelves to be in open rebellion againſt the Lord: as 
they ſet up antichriſt in the te ple of God. To change 
the ordinances, is a more heinous crime than to reject 
them altogether. "Theſe are reckoned among the aboml- Y 
nable of the we carth, Tai. xxiv. 5 3 ; 


TEIS Gaines is to be pertötwed 1 in water. 111 is to 
be adminiſtered to all believers, and to them only. And 
it is to be done by immerſion, dipping, going down into 

the water; ſo waſhing the whole body. For no other . 
perſons, but believers, can poſſibly receive any benefit . 
thereby, or give any glory to God therein. Nor can an 

other mode, bear any juſt reſemblance to the Ry there- "of 
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A would be altoge cher vanity, « to write any. thing is. 
7 of theſe things, fof the ſcripture holds them forth in ſo 
clear a light, that it is impoſfible there ſhould be a rational 5 
man or woman in England, that ever did ſincerely bend |, 
their minds to know theſe things, and with integrity of | 
heart, to learn the mind of God from his pure word, but 
what does certainly know them, as well as they know 


their right hand from their left. And if perſons are ſo 


infatuated with the traditions of men, that they have no 
deſire to know the truth of God, but bend their minds to - 
reſiſt and oppoſe it; there is nothing to be ſaid or written 
to ſuch mn that can cauſe them to receive what their N 


Tuns vedikdnts e E "Ln by Wiss „ 
authority, for John was ſent from God, and Jeſus com- 
manded his diſciples to baptize; ſo. that Jeſus is ſaid to 
baptize, becauſe he was with his diſciples, and they bap- _ 5 
tized by his immediate direction, John i. 33—iii. 22— 
iv. 1, 2, yet the prieſts, ſcribes, and elders, declared, they | 
did not know whence it was. But this was not becauſe 
the matter was obſcure, or ambiguous, but · becauſe their 
enmity would not permit them to attend to it. And this is 
the caſe at this day, with thoſe that depart from the pattern 
given by the Lord, and pretend the thing is doubtful, or 
a matter of indifferency, and endeavour by falſe imagina- 
ry gloſſes, to confound the genuine order. But the Lord, 2 
foreſeeing, how his ſacred order of baptiſm would be -:- 
mangled and profaned, (through the ſubtil inſtigation f 
the devil, who by perverting the ſign, draws mens eyes 
from the ſubſtance ;) was pleaſed. to ſet it forth in ſo 
clear and diſtinct a light, that whoſoever ſhould preſume 
to change it, ſhould have no excuſe for their rebellion. 
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been unholy before God. And that he now comes to the 


| his ſinfulneſs, depending alone on the virtue of the blood 


yields himſelf to God, to be refined from all his pollutions, 
chrough the ſpecial grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; 


eee e e 8 
ing us an example, that we ſhould ere _ 


ii. N Mark i i. 9, eh It. en _w e 22. e, 


I 


Le. is a, to al believers iniverſally-;-and 
3 believer in the univerſe, i is ready to eaſily Chriſt 
in this ordinance. For there cannot be a believer under 
| Heaven, who does not delight to confeſs that worthy. 
name. And there is no way of confeſſing the Lord 
Jeſus, without baptiſm. But no unbeliever can touch it, 
without the greateſt profanation. For, to come to this or- 
dinance of Chriſt with any other view than to confeſs his 
holy name, is the moſt inſolent mockery : and for any to 
pretend to confeſs his name, who do not bolleve | in him 


with all the Wen. is the moſt hypocritical 1. ee 


93 5 1148 = 


Ir is called the baptifn of e = the — of , 
fins; therefore, every one that is baptized according to the 
primitive inſtitution, is truly convinced of his ſinful Rate, 
and confeſſes his wretchedneſs; that his whole life has 
been a life of ſin, and alienation from God; and that, fo Sag 
long as he remained without Chriſt, whatever he thought 
to be his beſt works, were done in a carnal principle, 
which being enmity againſt God, thoſe works have all - 


great Redeemer for deliverance from the whole body of 


of the lamb for remiſſion of his fins. And declaring his 
fincere repentance from his dead works, and that he now 


bo the powerful influence of the ſpirit of n ; in tlie 
 effectual | 
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07 N ESSION or vnn son or GOD. 
ial application of the goſpel of the grace of God. 


effectual 
And that he now ſubmits to the teachings of the word of 
Chriſt, under the guidance of the ſpirit of truth, to direct 
him how to walk to the glory of God the remaining part 
of his life. And that his ſoul's deſire is to keep the com- 
mandments of the Lord; and that he is now waiting for 
wiſdom and power from Chriſt the fountain of life, that 
he may live to the glory of the Father, SEO 


n e MERGE 


oncomitz lad of Chrif, 07 
never — ſeparate: wherever the one is received, the 
other is practiſed, Mark xvi. 16, Acts v lit. 12. xviii. 8. 
Not as a taſk impoſed, but a delightful approaching into 
the preſence of God by Jeſus Chriſt; or a joyful follow - 
ing the Lamb, to partake of the bleſſings of his Father's 
houſe. As the goſpel freely flows to them from Jeſus 
Chriſt they likewiſe freely low to the goodneſs of the 
Lord. All that were baptized, are repreſented as coming 
of their own free choice, and being as freely received, 
when they manifeſted faith in God's holy One, Acts viii. 
36, 37. And if the ſoul be truly taught, and a miniſter | 
of Chriſt be at hand, an opportunity may eaſily be found: 
for the ordinance of baptiſm may be adminiſtered; at any 
time, or in any place, where there is convenience to do 


it in order with due ſolemnity, John i 1. 3, 1 ne "Tye am : 
Xvi. 33˙ ? * „ Teo + | 


Abt that believe: on the Son of God, are e faith in- 
troduced into the ſpiritual kingdom of God; and all that 
are baptized upon this principle, are Thitizie# into the 
viſible church of Chriſt. And as theſe things can be 
done only once, ſo baptiſm is to be only once performed, 
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were ſome baptized at e which had been baptize. 
before, Acts xix. LED It is true, thoſe perſons ere 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus, after they heard 


F te quiet v6 figs but it is not ſaid the , 


were baptiz ed again, for that which they had received 
was not the baptiſm of Chriſt, but an impoſition, where- 
by ſome miniſter of Satan had deluded them, by acting 
upon them a child's- play, or a fool's-play, r 
of John s baptiſm. And even, of the baptiſm of John, 
they Were totally ignorant; and P aul had to exꝑlai 1 to 
them what John's baptiſm was. The baptiſm af John 
was in fact the very ſame with the baptiſm of Chriſt, 
only then they confeſſed their faith in him that NY io 
pong and now they confeſs. their faith in him that is 
come.) John did not baptize without preaching the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, John i. zl. 
But thoſe deceived creatures had not heard whether ther 
was any Holy Ghoſt, ſo then they could know no wag 
of Chriſt. A man may learn to ſound the. name of ' 
Chriſt, who knows nothing of the truth of that . Name. 
But no man can believe in the Anointed of God, wi] hc 
does not believe in the Holy Ghoſt, by whom be is 
anointed. Therefore, that baptiſm, or profanation, Which 
had been impoſed on theſe men, was of no more avail 
than the pretended baptiſm of infants. is now, but was. 
rejected as a perfect nullity. I know there have been 
many perſons who have raiſed quibbling arguments, 1e 
prove that that mock baptiſm was allowed to. ſtand, and 
that they were not baptized after Paul preached te to t | 
But it is all e co vain amuſement. | 
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12 is to be ann in wakes of Fg 
| Father, and of the Son; and of the Holy Ghoſt, Matt. 8 


cannot intend the bare pronouncing | 


iii. 19. In | 
e, dd over the names of the holy Three; 


but that the miniſters of Chriſt are to preach this glorious 
doctrine in the pure light of the New Teſtament... And 
when any ſoul receives it, and makes an open confeſſion. 


that he believes in the F ather, in his eſſential love. and 
| boundleſs grace; the ſource of all bleſſing, life, peace, 

| fulvation,- and eternal glory. That he believes in the 
Son, God manifeſt in the fleth ; or the ſame God, going 
forth i in wy nafure, in all the perfection of the Father, to 
of noma communicate to us all the bleflings, of 
everlaſting ſalvation, and all the glories of his kingdom. 


That he believes in the Holy Ghoſt, the divine Com- 
forter; proceeding from the Father and the Son; the 


ſame God in his ſpecial vital influence, communicating 
into our hearts all the bleſſings of goſpel grace, 


enriching our fouls with all che fulneſs of the Father and 


the Son. Then the perſon comes to the ordinance of 
baptiſm, to ſet to his ſeal, or to ratify this confeſſion; and 


upon this © Os as TR him in this E 


name. 
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As baptifen'i is . - firſt introduQion into <Q neofeſion 


of the truth as it is in Jeſus, it is not to be expected that 
the believer ſhould then be come to his full ripeneſs in 


the kingdom of God. It is the open entrance into the 


ſchool, or ſtate of diſcipleſhip, wherein they are to be 


inſtructed into the deep things of God, that they may 5 
learn the ſublime myſteries of the Father and of Chriſt. 
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able riches of his goodneſs to the ſons 
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rudi ments of the goſpel, 'and are by faith VIE le pon . 


. But i it 1s after this that the Lord has © 


_ "baptized, and gathered into communities,” 
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Veh in lapehils fer 38) 8s be baſe — accord 
the ſacred inſtitution, until they have urjderſts: 


true- foundation, the Father, the Son,/ and th | 


be taught, to obſerve all things he 1 
manded, Matt. xxviii. 20. Andi it is after they had be 


Save ſo many admonitions, and offered ſo meds er: 1 
for the diſciples, that they might increaſe in grace, and 
grow in knowledge, wiſdom, and ſpiritual underſtanding-. 
Apollos was inſtructed in the way of the Lord, ſo far us 
related to the baptiſm of John, yet he wanted che way of 
| God to be expounded to him more perfectly, Acts xviti. 
24, 25, 26. Thoſe twelve mentioned after ward, h 
pretended to John's baptiſm, ſome have ſuppoſed to * 
been baptized by Apollos. But that was iimpoſſible; for 
he did know the baptiſm of John, whereas thoſs men | 
knew nothing of it. And being fervent in ſpirit, he ul 5 5 
not be guilty of ſuch wickedneſs, to baptise themyaviths- 
out inſtructing them in what he himſelf knew. Barn 
may not be improbable, that ſome of thoſe wagabonds 
that haunted Epheſus, going about to mimick what others 
did, might have gathered an empty notion from det 
4 e e eee to impoſe on un 2 155 
Tur miniſtry of ee ee bas ommittediy ' 
any man unbaptized. It would be ſuch un abt 7 
never proceeded from the Lord of glory, to ſend a m * 
to preach the kingdom of God, who himſelf never 4 
orderly entrance into it. When an apoſtle was to be 
an in the place of Judas, he mu be one who had 
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0 bax ized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
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ect to receive the oly Ghoſt, ſo long as he has not 
Cone Chriſt, by bie the Lord in the baptiſm of 
watef: r hofewith the promſſe is annexed, AQ. i. 38. 
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'$o' that! fo" long as ahy man remains -unbaptized 
Waben is impomble for him to Wait 1 i faith' for the 
promiſe of the Holy Ohoſt. It is true, in ſome *caſes 3 
extraordinary, wherein God was Wülng to ew to His 
diſciplesy a ftriking ſign of his go0d'pleaſtire; it was 
his pleaſure to go out of che common” ways: dy five. 
the Holy Ghoſt, prior to baptiſm,' Act. ix. 110. 44. 
But it was 4 favor granted, which thoſe perſons could 
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not have, aſked: And 3 had reer ity "they | | ; 
any foul aſter ta bled e eee egle &ts-be 5 . 
ptized. I do not ſay, that baptiſm may not 5 deferted — | ti 
for: A ticze, for ſubſtantial reaſons ; but never chto NW —_—_ 
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dating in 33 © 1h his 1 
to follow "the 1 Lamb. I ha '6 Wen many, 
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proffeſſed to del ere in Chriſt; ho have given one 
reaſon and. another, why they were not baptizeds. but, 1. 
always . knew. the true reaſoh, becauſe they not 
believe with all the heart. I fre no reaſon to fear 
any one thauld neglect baptiſm, whoſe heart the 
hath truly prepared: for I do not apprehend that ſack 4 
thing ever was, or can be. 80 long as any thing halds 
them back, chere j is ſomething lacking in their faith . 
Which renders then. unfit ſubjects to come” to ſuch a2 
ſacred ordinance, There is more cauſe to fear, and 
to grieve, that fo many, of their own accord, heedlefly © 
ruſh to the ordinance, as the horſe ruſheth. into the battle.” / 
And ſo many ſuffer. themſelves to be led, and wheeUe 2 
by the perſuaſions of others, to come to the ordinasee = 
like 2 fool to the correction of che ſtocks. And fo, 
without counting the coſt, or due preparation; 5 come 
into the houſe, not havigg wedding garments. | | 
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meekneſs the ingrafted word; in which word he may find, 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to ſuſtain him under it, and deliver 
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3. Curt betet iber e db 
* through the water in external devoten to 2 
Father, did profeſs 2 total fubmifnon to the will and work 

of his Father. That he did now relinquiſh all the eon- 
 -  cerns of a private life, in which he had been brought «pz 

Luke ii. 51. Mar. vi. 3, wholly to engage in the work of _ 
bis F ather's kingdom. He did not baptize himſelf, but 
; preſented | 
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open, reſpefling both wie h head 17 ! je n 
Jeſus came to do the will of him —— 


enter upon that work in the moſt open, as well as in the 


moſt ſolemn manner. It was in doing the Whole WII of - 
teouſhels; In chat he 


his Father, that he fulfilled all righteo 
declared the glory of his Father, became the Light of the 


world, wrought redemptic on for his Choſen, magnified the . 


22 


holy law, made an end of ſins, brought in everlaſting | 


righteouſneſs, deſtroyed the works of the devil, and opene 


the way to eternal life, John iv. 34.—xvii. 4. And in his 


baptiſm he ſheyed his de votedneſs to this An, and that 
with all his fol he took upon him to perform. all his 
Father's commandments : And every one that follows 


Chriſt i in this ordinance, does thereby acknowledge bim 2 


as the accompliſher of all the work of his Father for them, 
and their ſole dependence on him for righteouſneſs befor 


God. Me of God is made unto us wiſdom," and * 2 8 


ouſneſs, and fandtification, and YES . 5 EIT, 


«7 8 is a repreſentation of our putting on the | 


* * Paling through the water in bis names 
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= they put on che worſhip and order of his houſe for 
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and they put on ſuch a converſation as becomes the 55 | 
that it may be manifeſt that they have learned of him in * 
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F. Gomes * into the water blind 1 a reſemblance 
of death, is a figure of the dying of the Lord of glory, 
who, notwithſtanding he is the immortal God, yet having 
taken our nature, and (for our redemption) having taken 
our n he laid down his life, being made obedient 
Unto death, even the death of the croſs. - The 1 „ 
perſonating the Son of God in his ſuffering, ſaith, 7 
Halt brought me into the duff of death, And this death was 
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ſins any other way, but alone in n 
Chriſt. - Or, that his faith is fixed — the _ 
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rial, and is intended as a repreſentation of the. burial. of 5 
our Lord Jeſus. Who, Made his grave with the wicked. 
Of whom the apoſtle affirms, as a branch of 'the goſpel _ 
which ke received; That he was buried. As he alſo \ 
aſſerted, - That 5. "deſcended mto the lewer parts of the earth; 
which was witneſſed by his diſciples; who, Beheld where 

he was laid, And was ratified by the angel; Come fee the 

place where the Lord lay. As burial is the laſt thing to be 2. 
done to a mortal being, J. efus did therein make maniſeſtt 
the reality of his death; and that he ſunk to the loweſt 
pitch, under our ſins; or that he ſuffered all that was poſs 


lible to be inflicted on an' offender. A ſaith the prophet, 
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favour of the facrifict, which, ſhould, be diffuſed, in conſe- 
quence of his death and reſurrection. Hence, he ſaid, She 
it come aferabund to anoint my body to the burging. . And 
every one that is baptized in his name, does therein make 
confeſſion of his burial, as being the finiſhing of ſin. 
That it was their ſins that brought him to the Ve 
that they believe all their fins were forever extinguiſ 
in his grave; and being aſſured, they never more-ſhall riſe 
tos their condemnation, in the fight of God; they now look 
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reſurrection of the Lord of Gbory. For as he died for 
bur ſins, and ſuffered the moſt exquiſite pain, both in ſoul 
and body, till his life was taken away; and under the re- 


maining weight of ſin, he was held i in the grave til fin 
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And every one chat is baptized in the name of Jeſub, is 
baptized in the Faith of his refurreQion,” ore 
buried with Bum by into death i that fe as Chrift 
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 ſhewed he was dęad to the life of God. If he has lived ig 
the love of the world, this is full proof that the . 
the Father was not in him. If he he has lived a life of ins 
dolence and ſupineneſs, this ſhewed him to be a ſtranger 
to the life of. God. If he: bas been devoted to what is 
called n eee and dping good to mankind, 
run Bo 5 a well as fobernek 4 
life. and. chererfations 5 ttheughithels: things a 
good, upon examinatian he wil, pd, that theſe, x 
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without life, as it prdeccded Jin the wiklem of * of 
the will of tho fleſh, and nat from the: power of God. If 
he has made an outward profeſſfon of the goſpel of Chg 'Y 


trine, pretending to what many, profeſſors call experience, 
and conforming to ſome modes of worſhip, after the com- 


mon tradit ons of proſeſſors; i ever his eyes be opened, he 
will 
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to be dead to every thing r e ene 
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9. As the burial of Chriſt is fignified/in baptiſin, ſo i 
the believer's burial with Chriſt ſignified therein. As fin. 
was buried with Chrif no more to riſe, ſo it is buried to 
all that believe, never more to live to condemn, or have 
dominion over them. For God hath ſaid, Their fins and 
their iniquities will I remember no more. As he alſo ſaid 
again, I will take away the names of Baalim out" of their 
mouth, and they ſhall. no more be remembered by their name. 
As a man that is buried appears no more, ſo where the 
faith of Chriſt is, the love of God and the fear of God iſo 
radicated in that heart, that ſin can never riſe to reign any 
more. If Chrift be in you, the body is dead becauſ of 
in And that whieh is dead through the life of Chriſt, 
is dead for ever. Now being made free from fin, and become 


the ſervants of Gad, ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and tb 


end everiaſting life. Chriſt did not come to perform a 


Ms . but an ä ſalvation; that his 
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_ | Chriſt performed for us, the ſame he will perform in us. 


— 18. Bor ds body of fin dhall never be able 0 
| riſes Rom, vi. 25. Foraſmuch as Chriſt ſulfered, death 
5 er ſuch a death with him, whereby 


baptiſm,” is, by faith,” made partaker of his 

burial, and enjoys the power and virtue thereof in his on 
ſoul. And as a teſtimony of the operation wrought in 
N. 0 he draus 8 to Gun this ordinance. Buried 
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of our fins, is figured in als > 
Weender from the power of ſun is ſhadowed in 
| the fame ordinance, Now if we be dead: with Chrift, tur 
believe that wwe: ſhall alſo liue with him. For whatever 


That like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even ſo tus alſo ſhould walk in newitefs of life: 
This, in its meaſure, is experienced by every Chriſtian, 
ho truly believes in the reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus; 
Even when we were dead in fins, bath quickened us together 
with Chriſt —4nd hath raiſed ies up together. To attain 
to the perfection of this new life, the apoſtle ſo earneſtly - 

preſſes forward. If by any means I might attain unte the 
refurreian F the dead. Hence ix is plain, chat a ſpiritual = 
Jan xreſurrection 
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thereof is waited for with the moſt fervent. de 
ſire, by every. one. that ſincerely. waits on the Look in 
baptiſms - ¶ herein alſo you. are riſen with him, through the 
faith ws nenen * . ee * n AY 
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11. „ ponent 2 ae ion : Gon 3 is vr 
| ene repreſented in baptiſm. This is one of the 
fix principles, which are joined together : as the firſt prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God, and are called the principles 
of the doctrine. of Chriſt, Heb.. vi. 1, 2. And foraſmuch 
as they are the firſt rudiments of the truth of the goſpel, 
and are laid as the foundation, it is impoſſible that. any 
ſoul ſhould be built up in Chriſt, or make any advances in 
the kingdom of God, who is not truly initiated into the 
life ofa: Though they are collected in their order 
only in this place, they: are clearly to be gathered from 
the whole New Teſtament. And they ſtand in ſuch 
perfect connexion, that it is impoſſible for any living man” 
to receive any one of them in true ſpirit, life, and con- 
ſiſtency, but that he muſt receive them every one; for 
the chain cannot be broken, and whoſoever diſbelieves 
any one of theſe, the ſame cannot have the faith of the Son 
of Ged. Take away any'one Wee ae, 3 
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| of the human ſpecs : F* do not oy Ve 


20 by hint dv'believe in God that roi im 1 


H: notion in his head, bur T ay every man. 
that believes the former, upon the teſtimony. of God, 
cannot be ignorant of the latter; and whoſoever' believes | 
the latter, cannot be ignorant of the former. For the. 
reſurrection of all mankind depends on the reſurrection of 
the man Chriſt, x Cor. xv. 13, 16, 20. This is the in- 
fallible earneſt of the reſurrection of all the ſons of men. 


5 Whereif he hath : given offiirmee unto all men, in that be 


hath raiſed him from the dead. F oraſmuch then as baptiſm | 
is taught as a lively ngure of the reſurreQion, every man 
that is baptized into Chriſt, does therein confeſs the re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus, and declare himſelf to be riſen with 


3 Chrift, through the faith of the operation of God, with'a | 
firm aſſurance of the reſurrection of all men, and a lively 5 
hope that himſelf ſhall be raiſed with all the faints to 


everlaſting life. For if we believe that Feſus died and roſe 
again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Feſus will God bring 
with him. Hence the apoſtle argues the inconſiſtency of 
any that pretend to believe in Chriſt, diſbelieving the re- 
ſurrection: Foraſmuch as all Chriſtians are baptized in 
the faith thereof, and in full expectation of deliverance 


from the natural death, without which, there could be no : 


poſſibility of inheriting eternal life. Elſe what ſhall they 


do,-which are baptized for the dead, if the dead riſe 4 at. 


all 9 IV ty are they then PI for the dead & 


zam — Saul — ods a 
us, Ananias might ſpe 


canſe nat of Chriſt in the act of baptiſm, declaring his 
faith im the Son of God, open 

his will, and boldly confeſſing his name, he would wipe 
away the reproach of being a perſecutor and blaſphemer 
for the future. But this was not all that was intended; for 
the diſciples of Jeſus are taught to truſt in him, for purging 
away of all. iniquity in the ſight of God; which cannot be 
done by any external performance, for 881 is in the conſcĩ- 


ence, where material water can have no influence, only as 


a viſible ſign, whereby we declare our faith in Chriſt ] eſus, 
and aſeribe glory unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from 
cur fins in his own blood. By giving his life a ranſom for us, 


he made atonement for our ſins, took away the curſe, 


and made' peace through the blood of his croſs. For thou 


wa/? Jain, and haft redeemed us to God by thy blood. And 
as it was by the ſacrifice of himſelf that he put away the 


wrath which was upon us for ſin, ſo by the virtue of his 


blood, preſented to the underſtanding in the goſpel, and 


made effectual to the conſcience by the ſpirit of divine 
power, guilt is removed from the intellectual mind, And 


the blood of. Feſus Chrift his fon cleanſeth us from all fi 1. 


Thus the conſcience is juſtified, and made free from all 


condemnation, Being now juſti fed by his blood. And it is 
by the virtue of the ſame blood that the conſcience is pu- 


rified from the love of ſin, and delivered from the domi- 


nion 


d imjurio Deal of an ex- 
4 of himſelf in the ſight of men. By a bold 


penly manifeſting ſubmiſſion to 
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ak n thereof, yea man ean, 
ſcience purged from dead works, — ne 
earth knows, as well as he knows that himſelf is alive, 
For, through beholding by faith the love of the Father in 
giving his on Son for us, the love of the Son in laying 


down his life for us, the preciouſneſs of the ne the — 


3 e eee 
witk ſuch a love as it never knew before; ſo chat from 
that time ſin becomes the object of his fixed hatred, and 
never more has dominion over his will. I do not fay it 
never more vexes, diſturbs, or grieves him; for the more 
he loves God, the more his heart will loathe the appegrs | 


ance of ſinful pollution. But the holy ſeed remains in 
him, ſo that ſin never more reigns over him, Rom. vi. 144. 
He now cafts off all allegiance to the uſurper, and returns 
to his rightful ſovereign with humble confeffion, ſaying, 


O Lord our God, other lords befides thee have had domnon 
over us; but by thee only will we make mention of thy name. 


T hus every one that comes to Jeſus, puts off the body - . 
che ſins of the fleſh, that he no longer ſhould live the reſt of 


his time in the fleſh to the luſts of men, but to the will. of 
Ged. And every believer in his baptiſm, which is a clear 
reſemblance of this waſhing of Fegeneration, approaches 


to God, confefling Chriſt to be the true fountain opened : 


for fin and for uncleanneſs, aſcribing all the glory to him 
who loved the church, and gave himſelf for it, that he might 
fanctify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water by the word, 
that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious church, not hav= 


ing ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch 0 3 but * nen be 
* and without blemiſh. 
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adden u Ged. — the power of darkneſs 4 hoc | 
kingdom of the Son of God's love. '. Paſſing through the 
water, is an expreſs figure of pur paſſing from one life to 
another, from one kingdom to another. That is, from 
the kingdom of Satan to the kingdom of Chriſt, from 13 
life of enmity and alienation, to s life of love and peaee 
with God, which is the ſame with regeneration, or being 
born of God. The unregenerate ſoul has 2 life of ſoms 
kind, but it is what will certainly end in death. Somę 
live upon ſenſual gratification; ſome live upon earthly 
enjoyments; ſome live upon the. honour they receive 
from men; ſome live upon religion; ſome live upon 
empty ſpeculations of Chriſt ; ſome live upon the ortho- 
doxy of their opinions, while others live upon their fram rames 
and feelings, or the exhileration of their paſſions ; oa 

others: live upon their good diſpoſitions and heayenly i 
clinations. But the ſoul that enjoys the life of faith, lives 

upon none of theſe deluſive phantaſms. Upon Chriſt | 
alone he lives, by the faith of the Son of God, God | 
dwelling i in him and he in God. And this ſpiritual. life 
none can attain, unleſs they be born again. As in the 
nature birth the child is perfectly ſeparated from the womb 
in which he was held, and brought forth into the open 
light and free breathing air, ſo in the ſpiritual birth the ſoul 
is perfectly ſeparated from the old principle, in which he 
lived before; from a ſtate of darkneſs, enmity, carnality, 
ſef-will, guilt,.painful fear, and falſe confidence, or what- | 

ſoever held him ſrom God, and is brought forth into the 
pure light and vital ſpirit of the kingdom of the Son of God. 
Thus every one that receives the goſpel in truth, is paſſed 
trom death unto life, through the faith of the operation of 
D-2 God. 
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— be born of water, and of the p . * 
enter into the kingdm ef God. Every ene that under- 


ſtands in truth what ſpirit and life is, does certait Ver now 


that what our Lord in this place calls water, does not in- 
tend natural or common water, for that cannot — 


effect any operation on the intellectual powers. And if 


any one knows the ſcriptures, wherein the word of God 
is ſo frequently called or compared to water, he cannot be 
at a loſs to ne that the water here intended is the word 


ol truth, Deut. xxxii. 2. Eph. v. 26: For it is by this 


ſtream the knowledge of God is communicated, Joh. iv. 
IO, 14.—xvli. 3. And by the ſpecial influence of the 
ſpirit of truth, the ſoul receives the word in its quickening 

power, Joh. vi. 63. 1 Cor. vi. 17. And of this vital 
change, or paſſing of the ſoul from death to re ys 


. . * 


14 · 113 IM by the apoſtle daes is calted- a gals: 


: of our ſalvation. When ſpeaking of Noah, and the fouls 
that were ſaved with him in the ark, he faith, The lil 
figure 1 whereunto even baptiſm doth alſo -now ſave ut, ¶ not the 


putting away of the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a go 


ron ſcience towards God) by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Here the ark of Noah is repreſented as a figure, and 
baptiſm is repreſented as another figure of the ſame thing, 
namely, the ſalvation of God by Jeſus Chriſt. Salvation 


not be faved e a8 e were n — 4 
this is only weer 3 eee were not in che 


| foam as 8 of 1 for n the grace of Go in 
Chriſt takes place in the hem; ſin reigns no more in that 

_ foul. 3, They are ſaved from the body of death, or the 
plague and ill ſavour of ſin remaining in their natures 3 
for they ſhall grow in grace, till the body of fin ſhall "be 
deſtroyed. - 4. They are faved from mortality at the laſt 
day, through the reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead; tho 
two former every baliover-i in his baptiſm profeſſes to bo 


ſaved from already; the two latter he profeſſes in firm 


aſſurance to be waiting for. The family of Noah, by ſirſt 
entering the ark, for a ſpace remaining in it, and then 
being brought out of it, enjoyed a real corporeal and tem- 
poral ſalvation, being carried out of the wretchedneſs a 
the old world, and introduced into the happineſs of the 
new, which was a figure of the true ſpiritual and eternal 
falyation by Jeſus Chriſt. For the ſheep of Chriſt 
through the faith of Jeſus, are carried out of the ſtate of 
fin and miſery into the bleſſedneſs of the heavenly king- 
dom, 2 Car, v. xvii, So baptiſm, as it is a going down 
into the water, being covered with it, and coming up out 
of it, is a ſtriking reſemblance or a lively figure of this 
ſalvation. It is not the act of baptiſm, but the thing 
ther * dignißed, that i * the eee of” Feſus Chriſt 
i whereby 
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of God through Chriſt, which he calls the anſiuer of 
Load conference toads: God; and there can be no good 


— whereas he tells us it is not the putiing 


exoay of the filth of the fiſh: Then it ean be of no avail But 
2 en eee e which: 'can : be no other 


7 ot 
5 4 1 &; 4 


conſcience but what — an which 1 _ 
1 an in +: eee i 
AN £ Ke 
4 ne Is. alſo ee * of like aper 
which, by way of alluſion, is called baptiſm; that is, he 
paſling of the children of Iſrael under the cloud and through | 
the fea, whereby they were ſaved from the Egyptian bon - 
dage, and brought into full liberty under the immediate 


protection of God, which in itſelf was a real ſalvation in 


their preſent circumſtances; 3 yet it was intend ed as a 
figure of the ſame thing that baptiſin is, that is, of our 
eternal ſalvation by the ſon of God. And hence it is faid | 


of them, And were all baptized unto Miſes, in the doll, 
_ and inthe ſea. Moſes was a type of the holy One that 
was to come, and by his hand they were led through , 


thoſe things which to them were ſhadows of the ſame 
grace and eternal ſalvation as baptiſm now is to us. Thu 
the believer by faith follows his Lord through the outward 
ſign in view of the living ſubſtance, by which he is 
brought out of a ſtate of bondage and 1 into * 
ſtate of ſalvation, * and POOL: N | 


1 £ 
— & 


548. Barron in water is given us as a lively figure of 


the —_—_ Ow of the F ather, called The-baptiſm of. 
the 


e * — 2 3 — 
from heaven upon the ſons of men. But ſome may ſays 
Can it be a mmh * _— 


all eee n 
the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt is the higheſt opening of 
the riches of Chriſt that is poſlible"t64 men in à mortal 
ſtate. This is that plenteous e ffuſion of the ſpirit ſo 
abundantly promiſpd in the Old Teſtament, both reſpect- 
ing the immenſe fulneſs, I will porey winter upin him thue 

is thirty, md floodt- upon the dry grout! I will: pour my 

| ſivit upon thy feed, and my bleſſing upon thine offipring- 
And alſo reſpesting the univerſal extent, And it fall com: 
to paſs afterward, that I will prar out my ſpirit upon all 
fleſh, - But theſe promiſes, relating to the higheſt mani- 
feſtations of his grace, never could be fulfilled to any man 
till Chriſt ſat on the right hand of the Father. For the 

Hoh Ghoft was not yet given, becauſe that Feſus was nat yr 

_ glorified. But after the Son of God was ſet on the right” 
hand of the throne of the Majeſty in the heavens, then the 
promiſed glory was revealed. Therefore being by the right 
hand of God exalted, nnd having received of the Father the 

promiſe of the Holy Ghoft, he hath ſhed forth this which ye 
now ſee and hear. The firſt communications of this pe- 
culiar bleffing were accompanied with viſible ſigns, which 
might be ſeen and heard, to convince the world that the 
promiſe was fulfilled ; but now thoſe viſible ſigns are no 
longer neceflary, notwithſtanding there is no declenſion 
in the ſubſtance, for that will continue the ſame as it 
was in the days of the apoſtles to o the end of the world, 85 
Ifai, Lo ada | = 
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| earth * But a - barn of PDP Holy'C Ghoſt is 
11 noͤr was it cured by any per manee for 
5 ent x . proceeding. 4 our 1 
ther Which is in besten; to them that are already bleſſed 
with the grace of ſalvation, to enrich their ſouls with the 
knowledge of the bleſſings and glories. of the heavenly 
kingdom, Eph. i. 17,.18. - To introduce them into the 
nearneſs of their filial. relation to the God and F ather of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. vili. 1 5. Gal. iv. 6. And that 
the j joy of the Lord may be fulfilled i in them, through ſpe- 
| cial vital communion with the Father andthe Son, Joh. xvi. 
1 151 Joh. i i. 3. Every believer. that ever was ſince 
the world began, was bleſſed with the ſpirit of faith, and. 
with whatever pertains to everlaſting ſalvation. But none 
4 1 the 1 ſaints or prophets « ever enjoyed this ſpirit of truth, 
adoption, and glory, till Jeſus was exalted far above all 
beavens, Joh. xvi. 7. Even John the Baptiſt, than whom - 
there never had been a greater prophet, nor any that eyer 
ſpake ſo fully of the great Baptizer, yet acknowledged 
that he had not received this abundant overflow of the 
ſpirit, faying to the Lord, I have need to be baptized of thee. 
And the Lord himſelf affirms, that every belieyer in the 
New Teſtament church, is bleſſed with bleflings ſuperior 
to what John the Baptiſt ever was. For I ſay unto ou, 
among thoſe that are born of women, there is not a greater. 
prophet than John the Baptiſt : but he that is leaſt in the 
| 188 5 God is * _ be. 1 know the genes. 
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1 2 Seen Res oe But this is 
blaſphemy againſt the Son of God, who has, indefiniteſy 


promiſed tlg bleſſing to all chat believe, and appointed all 
his diſciples to be a in the faith thereof. He that 


believauh on me, as the fcrifture hath * out * wy 
| ſhall JT rivers * 1 aer 3 Wi | 


Tus is the hand peln ds which the Ges 
| baptiſm is dirssted for here the chief ſtreſs Was laid by 
John the Baptiſt. Jaded have baptized you with water, 
but he full baptize you with the Holy Ghuft: 'And-he: de 
clared that chis teſtimony he recei dd from Gods „ | 
that ſent me to baptize with water, the Janie ſaid ue mv 
Upon whim thou alk ſer the ſpirit deſcending and remaining 
en him, the ſame is he which baptizeth with the Holy Gh. 
And Jeſus, before his aſcenſion, fad to his diſciples; Fohn 
ly baptized with wart: ub _ be JN - 
Holy Ghoſt, not many dus hence ter had 
ſeen this gift of God ee” on the cents; he lad 
Then remember im FA r word of the Loyd, id i WR 
Fobn indeed baptized with water, but ye ſhall be _ 
with the Holy Gheſt. So then, every man that feceives the 
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is outward ſign or ſhadow) is a re ap- 


pointment of the Lord, being a repreſentation of things 
moſt great, moſt excellent, moſt glorious; ſo clearly 


ſhewing forth the fulneſs of the holy e. and fo Lag : 


Helly 2 5 to * n a 
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Hs is an e of Real importance 010 


1 baptiſm, inſtituted by the ſame authority, the com- 
2 of the Lord of glory, and apppinted to the ſame 
end, to manifeſt, in a lively figure, the fulneſs of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and for his diſciples therein to confeſs his name, 


their union with him, and living perpetually by the faith 
on of Gag: It. is equally ſacred, of equal extent, 0 


[ uſe with. baptiſm. As both ordinances are cer- 


preſſing, by figures, tho 


| tain n modes of preaching Chriſt to our underſtandings, 8 
things which are by ſpeech and 


writing more directly expreſſed;i in the goſpel, and are di- 


what they wall * the holy n Chriſt. 


zeQted to the diſciples of Jeſus, and to them only, as it is 
impoſſible for any to touch them except believers, but 


Bur though theſe two See © are he 1 in \ ſub< | 


ſtance and deſign, yet in mode, circumſtances, and parti- 


%. 


cular repreſentations thy differ trom each other. Ne one 
..= 


egula i dep whe Joan tm "who yy * a 
hn AG they 9 
words of Chriſt, but they-will End 3 Ta bi come. 


mandments, and will ſee the order in which, and the end 


ſor which they are appoint: d. Baptiſm is firſt, in order, 


as it is the- initiating ordinance, and repreſents the be». 


lievers entrance into the houſe of God without it nö | 


man can have à place in the viſible church. Breaki 8 
bread is a continued ordinance, to them that are inhabi- 
tants in the houſe of God, and therefore cannot be done 
in order till the other firſt takes place. Baptiſm is to be 
done only once, as the things thereby repreſented dan only. 
once be wrought... The Lord's ſupper is to be often re+. 
peated, as the things repreſented continue to the end. 
Baptiſm is to be adminiſtered ſingly, as God's elect are 
gathered ane by one. The Lord's ſupper is to be adgi- 
| ny RO Alber, the unity of the body 


"Sa Þ 


grace, through the ſpecialonergy of the ſpirit o of ju” 
bringing us to God. The Lord's . is 2 cam 
cation to the perſo! ; 7 nica- 


tions of grace, to cauſe us to grow a up into the fulneſs of 


Chriſt. Baptiſm ſuppoſes perſons coming up out of a ſtate 
of ſin and death, and tepreſents the bringing of them to 
Chriſt in ſpirit. The Jo.” is ſuppoſes. ther no. be; 
already united to Chr ings 
proceeding from God, to . pron to the full enjoy 
ment of Chriſt in glory. In baptiſm, the miniſter ac- 
knowledges the ſubject as a diſciple, of Chxriſt, and the 
ſubject acknowledges the miniſter as one ſent of the Lord. 
In the Lord's ſupper, the people acknowledge each other 

2 * ö as 
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are gathered in ons; Baptiſm. is an operation upon the 
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| ae breaking (the ite 
olly & Made ww) are fepreſemsd ſpiritual things; aud de 
ker extends to eternal things, Matt. xNxVi, 20% And 
therein we confeſs" che holy One of God; we confeſs 
What we believe of the Lord Jeſus, what he hirnſelf is, 
What hie has dane for us, what he freely gives us, in what, 
relation wo ſtand to che Chriſt of God, what we now ene. 
j6y in him, and what we hope for in the life to come. 
For, in eoming to his table, we confeſs: him to be the 
fountain of all our ſupplies; and deelar es t. 
che children of his love, wi abt ependence on h 
bebonging to his family, and having a right ta all the 
bleflings of his hauſe, For all the riches © grace and 
gory reſide in himſelf, in whom we nous enjoy the bleſ- 
fe grace and truth, and hed „ May to be 


was an ee eam mn wy 

6ccaftor, the flaughter of all the Huta b | 

Egypt, and bringing out the armies or Hrael with an higtv 
hand and an almighty outſtretched arm. So was this at a 
very awful period. The night in which our Lord Jeſus Was 
berraye into the hands of fir nets; when he n 


* 2 


ihe bn ee al | be cruſhed with the. 


moſt tremendous agonies for our ſakes, that by his ſtripes 
we might be healed, and ſet free from the moſt intolerable 


That when the Lord-kneve he was juſt going to fall under 


ating pain, and ſuſtain the moſt tormenting anguiſh that 
_ ever was'felt by any being, and that, entirely for our ini- 
quities and rebellions; even at that very time that he 
ſhould expreſs the moſt tender compaſſion and irwariable 
kit the maſt exquiſite love and ſincete affection? 
his ſuperlative love every believer, drawing nigh to 6 
* this opts; does. celebrate. with the higheſt Lo 
ogy ang with all his ſoul; yea, with the deepeſt humi- 
.abaſement and ſelf. abhorrence, with the 
* am "heavenly delight, crying out, Be- 
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26 T . Wh the . was cams; hi be fot Zown, 8 


and the e noe | awed. bm. This was to expreſs t 


wriſt the head; and all his diſciples as 
mein fanding i in an indiviſible union with the Lord, 


and with one another. For no ſchiſm can be in 0 
body, for all his children are of his fleſh and of his b 
being one ſpirit with him and the ſame with one and 

Rom. xii. 5. No ſepaxation is poſſible; they are alf one 
in the eternal counſel, Eph. i. 4. All one in covenant, 


when the Father ſent the Son into the world, Iſai. xlii. 6. | 
And all one in ſpirit, when they believe on the 8on of 
God, 1 Cor. vi. 17. Chriſt: and his ſaints have all but 7 


g * * Hane Luke xxii. 29. One 


bondage. And herein was loye manifeſted in very deed! 


to be tortured with the moſt excruci 


everlaſting\ | 
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1 Tar EAR GE Ls CAL: BE 11 VERS. 
12 Joh, viv. 2, 3. e ae . 


. Job. x xvii. 22. | Theſe things are excellently repre- 


ſented to us in this. glorious ordinance ; for it was the 
good pleaſure of the Lord to ratify to his diſciples, in 
lvely figures, thoſe things which he had ſpoken to them 2 


in his doctrine. And ſitting down together as one family, 
With the Lord at the head, repreſents our fitting ſpiritually: 


with Chriſt in heavenly places, Eph. ii. 5. as alſo our 


? Citing with. him in the manſions of eternal glory, 


Luke xxii. 30. Thus drawing nigh to God in this ordi- 
nance, we confeſs the very truth of union in the love f 
the Father, in the fulneſs of the Son, in the power of the 


ſpirit of truth, and in the glory n en oy heinous 
Fo the Nat ſhall en. eig; e | 


2: Tut nature of the feaſt 18 was « held at pale, ag 


called a ſupper, not a dinner, which is uſually eaten 5 | 


ftrengthen mer for labour. It is true, the ſaints, by feeds 
ing upon Chriſt, are made ſtrong to walk in his name all 
the day, Zech. x. 12. But this is called, by way of pecu- 
liar eminence, The Lord's Supper, becauſe it is to ſhew tho 
perpetual feaſt, which ſhall continue till all labour ſhall 


be compleatly finiſhed, and they ſhall be ſafely landed in 


eternal reſt, Heb. iv. 10. Every believer, when he comes 
0 eat the fleſh and drink the blood of Jeſus, finds the Son 

of God to be his life, and for ever ceaſes to ſeek life by 
his n works, or to go about any more to eſtabliſh his 
own righteouſneſs, Phil. iii. 9. And after he has receiv. 


ed the promiſe of the Father, he ceaſes from that painful 


labour which young Chriſtians often find, and which the 


diſciples found, while the Lord was with them, to under« 


ſand the meaning of many things which were ſpoken to 


V. 1 , * 3 n N — 
4 4 a i 10 


3 


CONFESSION or "THE. SON or don 8 
them by the Lord, Joh. xiv. 26.01. 13. This is the 
reſt of which the land of promiſe was a type, and which 
the apoſtle ſo earneſtly; admoniſhes the Hebrews to ſeek 
and wait for, The ſoul being richly anointed. with the 
Holy Ghoſt, he. finds it to be a baptiſm of fire, which 
kindles his heart into a vital flame of love, melts him into | 
deep humility, and. burns up. thoſe low and carnal conceps ?- 
tions which heretofore he had of the kingdom of God. 
His ſoul now aſcends like pillars of ſmoke, perfumed with 

the ſavour of the incenſe, which ariſes out of the hand of 
the great ir inter Hor. With ſerenity of mind, heavenly 8 
delight, and enlargedneſs of heart, to behold the myſtery” 
of God, and: of the Father, and of Cbriſt, and the happy =” 
feaſt of divine love ſhall cauſe us to grow till we be ride 
for eternal glory. Then ſhall we feaſt anew with Chriſt 
in the kingdom of his F ather, in endleſs reſt, peace, and 
joy. Theſe things are ſet before the believer in this ſa- 
cred ordinance, it being an expreſſive ſhadow to We 
the eren ie e 
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4. Tur body 2 Chriſt, that i is, the fulneſy 90 the Go. 
head | in the man, is repreſented by the bread, as he ſaid, 
This is my body. And again, The bread which I give is my 
fleſh, This is not the particular article called fleſh, in 
diſtinction from the bone, or other conſtituent parts of 
the body; nor yet the whole numerical body, as diſtin- 
guiſhed from the ſoul and ſpirit; nor even the whole hu- 
man nature, ſimpl y. conſidered as. abſtrated from the di- 
vine eſſence, but the very Chriſt of God, Immanuel, the 
fulneſs of the Godhead dwelling in the man. For notwith- | 
ſtanding the manhood of Chriſt was in very deed irrepre- 
— e Heb. vii. 26. it is 2 7 o 
that 
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d church, to be bread of life to every ſoul that bel 


. vi. 8. Jt 15 
Nr chat 
i, the human nature filled with all the fulneis of the di - 
F eee ra rd 


. che ſoul beholds: the inflte'riches tht | 
in che holy One of God, and from thence receives eternal 
life. If Chriſt were not the abſolute God, no blefling, of 
eternal life could proceed from him: and if he were not 
perfect man, he could not convey thoſe bleſſings to us. 
This is che great myſtery of godlineſs, yet PR 
believer under heaven that does not know FI: 

| poſſible that any creature ſhould be in u ſtate of ſalva -” = 
who does not believe it wittrall his heart, even ſo as ſpi- 5 
ritually to eat it, and live upon it with all bis ſoul, Joh. vi. 
53. Therefore when Jeſus ſpeaks of his fleſh,” or of his 
body, nothing leſs is intended than the infinite eternal per- 
fection of the divine being, by an indiviſible union, inha- | 
biting the nature of man in perfection: and every one 
that comes to this ordinance i in _— beholds the Sou. ot. 
God in this light. Ou 


5. "Tarts took as bre! that u, "ok ie 5 
Hes God and before his diſciples ; a lively ſign and figure | 
of himſelf, in his mediatorial "capacity, preſented to his | 
Father and preſented to his church. He was fet apart, 
devoted, ſanctiſied, ſent, and given of the Father to his | 


as 


Joh. vi. 27. And he preſents himſelf to his choſen'as his 
Father's gift, and as their eternal life, Joh. x. 10. Aud 
at t the bead of his church, as their * he pre- = 


18.—1 2 K* 5 wh Jets is in every 2 a 

the 1 of his ee and as the life of his church lift⸗ 
Gai 1 TA Medistor, Bae. Sa: 
aur ene eren Ir effor, -- 


and every Ae an tim in his per- 
ſonal excellency, his union with his Father, and his: ſpe 
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60 He Bleſſed eben x or dener ann Herein h be 
ſhewed, that all the blefſedneſs-poſſeſſed by the Son is the 
bounty of the Father; and this is ackr d by every 
believer that draus "high to God in — for! 
none can believe in the Son, who does not believe that he 
proceeded from, and lives by the Father, Joh. vi. 57. 
Hence it is alſo evident, that Jeſus has a right to af the 
Father what he will; and whatever bleſſing he is pleaſed 
to aſk for his is it is the Father's pleaſure to give. 
He muſt aſk the bleſſing from the Father, for he never 
profeſſed to poſſeſs any thing of himſelf but what he re- 
ceives from the Father. Vet it is ſaid he bleſſed it, to 
ſhew that whatever bleſſings he receives from his F athler, 
he has power to communicate to his choſen. And in that 
it is ſaid he gave thanks, it ſhews that he aſeribes all glory 
to his Father, both for all the fulneſs that dwells in him 
ſelf, and for all the favours beſtowed on his body, the 
church. And they are herein taught to look to the Fa- 
ther by Jeſus Chriſt for every ſpiritual bleſſing, as well as 


to give thanks by Jeſus Chriſt to the Father, for every 
3 EF communi- 
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dim was melted. He bare our ſins in his pwn' body, 


18 3 1 55 OR. IS” 
( WY 36.408 Y 12 * . 
in him ſhould all bind 6 del, and tir of ulneſs al 
X > 7 * * * 93 * 4 1 
125 =" Wa L 2 i a 
; a 
L * 6 
. 5 ” f 2 5 + 5 pi 2 N 1 $i 
5 2 . * LEA 2 " „„ ru 
Y F . a 


. Et beass th be , to 


| body for his church. hah beic the prophet, He war 
pounded for eur neben, be war bruiſed for ur . 


 guities. His body was realy nen as it is written in 
the pfalms, All my bones are out of joint, Vet his body 
was not ſeparated,” for his myſtical body, head and mem- 
bers are never to be divided, nor a bone of Him was bro- 

ken, to ſhew that his power did never fail, but is the ſame 

for ever, Joh. x. 18. And it was not his outward man 
only, or his viſible members that were broken for us, but 
his very ſoul was poured out unto death, his heart within 


his ſoul was made an offering for fin, His blood 2 
atonement for our tranſgreſſions, and his life was taken 
from the earth. Thus the holy One of Gad was pleaſed 
to give us a ſign of his deep ſufferings for our redemptio „ 
whereby we are delivered from the curſe, and raiſed x 

from the death of condemnation to a life of righteouſjieſs 15 

and peace with God, Dan. ix. 24. But this is not that 
eternal life of the moſt exalted perfection, wherein we 
ſhall behold and enjoy the Father and the Son in immortal 
glory. For that was not produced by his ſufferings, hut 
is his own eſſential perfection, Iſai. Ix. 19. His ſufferings 
removed the obſtacle, that is ſin, and deſtroyed the death 
which we by ſin had brought upon ourſelves. But the 
very being of the Godhead in the man is the inheritance of 
the ſaints, the ** 2 Slory W to e 1 e V. 
TTY 20. :" | 5 
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ther of lights. | All that Chriſt 1 7all that his word, con-. 


tains, all that his ſpirit commur in that Chriſt of 


tained by his performances. neg! wc dat he re 


all che 


ceives through his interceſſion 


glory they ſhall. enjoy in the world. to.c me, ar 
, emphatically. called eternal life... And every; 


— —— knows it to be the 
free gift of e Father in the Son. For they that are bleſ- 
ſed with heavenly — ne ſo 


2 irie nature, uk. ina was in 1 the gs — a0 


ceeds, or how they received it, there the prince of dark - 


theſe things are freely giyen, and every child of light ac - 


outward el 


| fel the freeneſs of the Father's gift, conveyed in the Son 


| * with ee he n ne 


* 


bind freely take, or embrace with all his ſoul. For they 
know their, want, they know the true bread which the 
Lord gives, and * feel the ſpiritual ſenſations of hunger, 


receive while in l and all the 
are all one.” 


= — — 1 aa x 


Wherever: that doctrine prevails, that perſons. may — 
the grace of God and not know it, or whence it pro- 


neſs reigns. Jeſus has told us and ſhewmn us, that all 
knowledges the gift, and bleſſes the giver. And every - 
one that comes to the table of the Lord, to partake of the 
ments there freely diſpenſed ; does thereby con- 


of his love, and ſealed to us by the rp oral died and 


9 > Ha ſaid, Gale ant br I that x receives © Chril, 


F 2 e 0s * 


K A. oo 26 ; — . 
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| ly conveyed; for eme be revealed to the underſtand. * 
venly blaſlings - are not given, or nne cult, 
; fantiſticl, opnthulinſion _ but ſat "a Wann 


| rman's-conſcienice jacks: fight of. God W they: ae 
received with all the heart, with full conſent of * : 
and to ample ſatisfaction of all the mental powers. rol 5 

| bids them eat, ſaying, This is my lady. And 

| delight, knowing the ſalutary virtue thereof: har his bod. 
or his human nature, contains all the fulneſs of the:God= - 
head bodily. And the Lord aſſures all his: diſciples, that 
this his body is broken for them. Not only broken by 
the juſtice of God, for their fins, but now broken or 
rightly divided in his goſpel; ſo as their ſouls may truly; 
freely, and bleſſedly feed thereon. This eating is intellec - 
tual, as the body receives natural food, ſo the mind ro- 
ecives the truth of the fulneſs of Chriſt. As the taſte is | 

delighted with corporeal meat, ſo the mind is delighted wi * 
the riches of grace, which by faith it beholds in the Son of ; 
God. As the body cheweth the natural food, ſo the mind 
looks into the truths of Chriſt; divides, ſubdivides,” and 
turns them over in every light, that he may come to the 
ſweetneſs thereof, and enter into the deep things of Gm 
As the body ſwallows down the aliment which it receives; 
ſo the powers of the ſoul open, to receive into the inner 
man, all the light, life, truth, peace, righteouſneſs, holj- : 
Ves, riches, comfort, hope, &c. that is in Chriſt. Jeſus 
the Lord. And this every 8 1 of nene, 1 
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the red wine has much the reſemblanes of blood, it is 

called, The pure blood of the grape, It is the virtue of the 
vine and N rich and 
ſalutary, ſa rfection of the precious nature of 
the Son of God, that gives fich efficacy to his blood. 1. 
is called reh blood, A 3 
juſtification;puification d.acceſs in 5 
preſence of God. Not A eee in the uſe of his | 
reaſon can imagine, that blood ſhould. pertain to the eſ- 
ſence of the Godhead; but Chriſt being God in gur na- 

ture, man filled with the fulneſs of God, Immanuel, God 
with us, all that he is, all that he pale, all that he did, 
all that he ſuffered; all that he commu atiOo- 
ever pertains to him, or proceeds fi 


— hath 3 in ĩt alt 


the perfection of the divine eſſence. But when we aſcribe 
all this virtue to the blood of Jeſus, we do not conſider his | 
materill blood bree from. his perſon, but we intend 


the laying down of his. ———— — wa 
ding of his precious * wy en een is 
purchaſed. l e FI WR 


iy Tais cup he took, to ſne that 
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by he pleads eternal 


ls 2 proſentedin 3 to al 1 hrbellevs, 


been flain, maintaining our cauſe by ſhewing the virtue of 
| his blood, which was. ſhed. in our ſtead for our iniquities; 
whereby all our fins are blotted out, never. more to appean 
before God. It is true, an advocate 2 


it may be for want of pleading faithfully, for want 


pleading wiſely, or for want of a good cauſe to 
But this ean never be the caſe eee 
He is a faithful High-prieſt, he perfectiyhiasvs 
and his plea is his own cle asd ani 


eternal ſpirit was offered without ſpot to God. Aud bs 
ſame precious blood that pleads for us before the theang = 


of God, pleads with equal power in, the conſci 
every believer, through the witneſling of the (| 


hes He gave Thanks. Whereby the manifeſtly 


 kriowledgedy that this blood of the everlaſting covenants / 


with all the excellency therein contained, and all 1 
dleſſings from thence proceeding, are of the rich love and 


grace of the Father/ The Father is the origin of all the 


blefſedneſs that is in the Son, of all the grace and truth 
abounds in the Holy One; and of all the ſalvation, 


and: glory, hat flows from him to his church, — 


l Semmiey, John xvii. 7. It was the Father that fanQified - 
the Son, and ſent him into the world; it was the Lord 
that laid on him the iniquity of us all; it was God that 
delivered him for our offences; and it was the Father that 
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ee eee the F . lamb chathes 
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agonies, e er ſufferings efiecions tothe ta caking 
away of our ſins, and giving us peace-with God. "7 - 
the Fa er , who hath. = him at t his own _ hand, far | 


our high b far iover,” And ie i the Father hit had 
born bee hr e ere night | 


13. e Geigles: To W hat all the 
bleſſings of his kingdom are freely given, and 1 
thing is wittiheld. For what dan be dearer than his blood; 
that is, his life ? Nhe gave. himſelf a renſom for ill. 
nn was freely given to us, his life was freely given 
for us. Redemption, remiſſion of ſins, righteouſneſs, and 
car God, are all free gifts. His word of ſalvati⸗ 
on, his holy ſpirit, eternal life, and the glory of the ever- 
laſting kingdom, are all freely given. There is nothing 
dat is poſſeſſed by him that is heir of all things, but what 
he freely gives to his choſen; nor is there any thing that 
his children ever did, now do, or ever ſhall enjoy, hut 
what is freely given them of God, by Jeſus Chriſt the Lord. 
For we had nothing in creation but what came from Jod, 
who created all things by Jeſus Chriſt ; and what bl | 
were then beſtowed-on us, we have vilely caſt aw; W 
ſo that we are now ſo far from having any wiſdom, pow- 
er, or virtue, to merit any thing from God, that we have 
no good thing remaining in us, nor even power to regain 
the leaſt of hat we have loſt; and if it be impoſſible 
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to o receive the 6p of Jeſus, and all the comforts Genin | 


to him in the goſpel; and his heart is opened to behold 
for his relief, and how freely it flows to every thirſty ſoul; 


and into his conſcience, . with all his intellectual po ery. 5 
with the higheſt delight, and to his ſtrongeſt conſolation; 


freſh life he receives in his ſoul, by drinking the life of 


anſwer, the guilt and wrath ceaſes, when the perſon is 
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| ; Bo drink, is to receive freely into the n 
whatever quid is propoſed, or given. So the believer 


receives freely into his ſoul, with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, Fs 


me blood of the Son of God. A thirſty man knows with | 
what relifh he drinks a pleaſant cordial liquor; ſo a ſoul, 


: laden with the burthen of ſin, ſcorched with the fiery lai, 
and wearied with labouring in vain to deliver! himſelf; 


when the virtue of the blood of the lamb lain, is opened 


Faith'the excellency thereof, and how perfectly it is adapted 0 


he drinks it into his underſtanding, into his affections, by: 


it removes the guilt, fills his heart with love to God, breaks. _ 

the bands of iniquity, and ſets him free'from the dominion | 
of fin. ' And as bloòd is the life, the life of Jeſus is thus. 
communicated, and becomes new life in the ſoul; ad 
every believer under heaven does very well know, What 


Jeſus. But it may be ſaid, ſurely the heat, the burdei 8 
and labour of the ſoul, does not continue during life. 4 
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2 more perfect tabernacle, not made with hand, that is 8 
to ſay, not of this building, neither by the blood of goats: and 8 
calves, bit by: his own bloed, he entered i in once into the bnly, : 
place, having obtained eternal redemption far ui. - Fheold. .. / 
covenant made nothing perfect, being only a ſhadow, of 
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ſubſtance; and eyery thing, pertaining. to it is perfection 3 
and is ratified by the precious blood of the oniy begotten 
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things too deep for us. Certain it is, that in the virtue 
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14. It was ſhed for the remiſſion of ſins. . Not a partial 
remiſſion of ſins, for it comes from God as his ſpec 


gift without'repentance, Nom. xi. 29.3 and e 
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Rom. ix. 16. To whor remiſſion of ſins is grant- 
ed, their : imiquities are remembered no more, but they 
and acquitted' for ever, Heb. x. 18. » 3 Lord loves 


them freely; there is no more e ondemna It is God 


iat zuſtifetß; it is Chtiſt that died, — viii. 33, 5. 
Therefore that foul never more ſeels the dae 
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leave with us; whereby to to confeſs his name, and keep his 


love in mind, faying, This- dv ye in remembrance of mr. 


Here we commernorate the abſolute perfection of the per- 
ſon whorn the Father gave unto us, the preciouſneſs of 
che life which the Son laid do dyn for us, the conſtancy of 
the ſu pply with which he perpetually feeds us, and the 
glorious feaſt which he is preparing for'us i in his Father's 

eee, Mat. Xxvi. 29. As for the carnal religi ous: 
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eth from. the Father and the Son, Joh. Xv. 26, and i is Fer- 
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Jeſus, according | to the Tight of the New. T | 
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us it is to give believers aſſurance ofthe ſalvation. Some 


it to thoſe! — avppiped e e 0 | 


_ Uwelling power, Job. xiv.'17. It is not the ſame with 


1 "EO the bens it io Abt in theiy Hate 


ceaſe! eme e „ ntends. 
tegenerationz and every one that is born ag; nenjoys i 
Some tell us it only intends miniſterial gifts. Some tell 


tell us it is ener) 1 
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which religious people ſometimes ferment in themſelves 
through ſtrength of paſſion, But theſe are all inventions 
of the wicked one to make the promiſe invalid, and pres 
vent ſouls 1 e to a ang * for it. Nor 
eſtament with under - 
Banding | give his aſſent to thoſe. "vague ; amuſements FY for 


| the Clear repreſentations in the word of God ſhew i it to be 


very different from any of theſe... It was not. the operas | 
tion of one day, but a bleſſing that continues for eyer, - 
Lai. Mx. 25. It related not to outward ſigns, but to, in 


regeneration, for it is an additianal bleſſing given after 
fouls are born again, Eph. i. 13. It! is not the ſame with 
Bifts for the miniſtry, for it belongs to all the children in 
c «the family, Gal. iv. 6. It is not to give perſons aſſurance 
of their ſalvation, for it is promiſed only to them that be- 
| lieve, and conſequently are already. aſſured of their falva- | 
tion, Act. xix. 2. It i is not only given to ſome believers 
of üncommon fandity, but to every believer under hea- 
ven, J oel ii Ii. 28, 20 It conſiſts not in enthuſiaſtic flights | 
of i imagination, But. in the anointing and fealing 97 ne 
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be poured upon us from on higb.—I will pour my ſpirit upon | 
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is alſo expreſſed in ſtrong figures. To the Son! it is gad, 
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f'ow with mill, &c. & c. Thus every thing that is rich 
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tended. It is to all fleſh, Act. ig. 17. But this cannot 
intend every individual of -mankind ; "for there be. many 
who remain enemies to God, and cannot receive his 'holy 
ſpirit.” It is all che feed of Head, Tal. xlv. 25. But this 
is not to all the natural ſeed; Fo- they are wot all Ius 
aubich are of Ifrael. Rut it is to all and every one of the 
children of promiſe; that is, to · all the ſpiritual ſeed, "of 
whatever nation, people, caſtg or tribe they be; of what- 
ever age or ſex, in whatever ſtation or condition they b 
They be called by the- goſpel to the fellowſhip: of the ; 
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In the Old Teſtament they ars excellently pointed out, us 
an abundance riches and glory that was to come; but; 2 
none of the ſaints, kings, prieſts, or prophets, ever did 
enjoy them under that diſpenſation. No not John the 
Baptiſt himſelf, though the moſt excellent of all the pro- 
phets: yet as he did not live to ſee his Lord aſcended, he 
never obtained Mis glorious promiſe ; but every: believer” 
that lives in theſe days is certain to receive it. The pro- 


phet Iſaiah, Ixiv. 4, confeſſes it to be 2 glory which, in 


his days, none had ſeem fince the creation of the world. 


But the apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. ii. 10, declares, in theſe 
days, that God has e h 25 = 
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e the geek Wee are . ee #6 the life and 
wet, and cannot endure the light, but ſtrive. with all 
their, might to turn: it into darkneſs, It is certain, the 

43 very leaſt faint under the New Teſtament is more abun- 
dantly enlarged into the glorious things af God, th n the 

very, greateſt was under the Old. This we cannot 
unleſs we Ae . truth of him that cann 
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did certainly. enjoy divine life: but they. did. not enjoy 
that more abundant life which Jeſus gives ſince heaſs 
cended, | 
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face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. — t no 
ſhineth in the goſpel,” ſo far ſuperior to what it did; 
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had A hs a no man — — 9 75 to behold the 
greatneſs: of Ze For e the Krength of our 
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ſee nothing of this exceeding weight of glory, or any Need 
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of li ght, but all that follow. the Lord of glory ſhall have 
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Chriſt. And now the face of the covering being removed 


by the light of the New Teſtament, the glory of thoſe 
ancient promiſes appears with ſuch luſtre as it did Me 2 
fore the happy illuſtration by the glorious goſpel. 
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H a is 
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| Theeflential A606 Fur died the Son l 
, y manifeſt ag ie is now. The covenant union . 


the divine in 


indiviſible „„ ae Ae 
actions which he performed in his body, did not appear 
open as we now behold it. The perfection of his inter - 


ceſſon as our great High- prieſt before the throne of his 


Facbery oy AIR Is mee in the g. 

ofen throug} the ſpirit e n ———— 
a filial right, and cry Abba, Father; and enjoy a conjugal 
relation with the Son, and a right. of inberitance in all 
the glories of the world to come, was not made known 2s 
It is now revealed to the ſaints. The liſe eternal, now 
© dwelling in the ſaints, which is Chriſt himſelf, and bs 
tory that ſhall appear at his ſecond coming, &c. & e. 
heſe were myſteries hid i in God, lt! Ty ee, 


2 # % 
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. is adapted to the nuvi underſt; | 
and may be received by human reaſon. © But kent 


life, and power, The things of God knoweth no man but the 
ſpirit of God. 
muſt have the ſpirit of God in ſuch ae n was ſuf· 
ficient to guide their minds, to underſtand and receive the 


Therefore the ſaints of the Old Teſtament | 


will of God, ſo far as it was then revealed. But now the 
light thines' fo much more abundant, Iſai. xxx. ab. it 
could not be underſtood by any man, without a a more 
abundant effuſion of the ſpirit of * to 1 
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"Now; in ms to laying bar a 
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ed, — call kr an — — | 


8 Teſtament; e eee, did not t and. it r com- 


—— — __— Evil Nd. 
till we have truly examined, and digeſted, what Tight) g | 
word of God gives us in the caſe, Tcblef. v. 2. "BW 
it obſerved, baptiſm and the Lord's fupper, were whey” 


brought into practice, when the Lord commanded chem. 


But laying on of hands, could not be done at that time, to 
the end the apoſttes did afterwards practiſe it, for the time 
was not come. And be it further conlidered, that th 
Lord gave to his apoſtles, power to bind and to a” ; 28 | 
in the opening of their commiſſion, things mi icht be found 
neceſſary; which could have no proper £4 during his 
perſonal refidence àmong them. Vet this power could 


never extend to any but the Lord's imm ediate witneſſes; 
for whatever could become neceſſary it in the church, muſt + 


certainly appear under their miniſtry, and it would have 
been the higheſt arrogance in any other, to have made any 
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ara iſed it. — it nerds no ey . 
than the example of the apoſtles, being approved of the 


Lord, by che gift of his Holy Spirit, and placed among 


enen eee eee, 1 


Ty FRY "Ty 


nay of * . .pragiifed, yy de 
with two diſtinct views, tho much to the ſame purpole z 
waiting for the communications; of the Holy Spirits , 


The one was a confeſſion of faith, in the univerſal pro- 
ſe « of the ſpirit, to all that believe on the Son of God; 
'other was a confeſſion of faith; in the particular pro- 


wiſe of the ſpirit, to give gifts to the miniſters of the 


goſpel, for the edification of the church, and enlightening 


the world. The farmer i is mentioned in theſe ſcriptures 


following; Aci. yüi. 17.—ix. 17. ix. 6. 2 Tim. i. 6. 
Heb. vi. . The latter i is mentioned the "his 


of times in theſe texts that follow : Act. vi. 6 „Xii. ues; 


Xiv. 23. 1 Tim. i iv. 14-—V.-22. But it is the former of 


- theſe that is at preſent under conſiderationʒ tho , the 
latter, in it's place, i is an ordinance of equal import | 
And there is juſt the ſame. authority for the one, as s for 


the other. But ſome people chuſe to, confound. them, 


and apply all Laying on of Hands, to miniſterial ordina- 


tion. But Mig muff Proceed, Aer. from great inatte 


\ - 


\ 


P 


the. — abu N ads thoſe ke des cannot 
attend to the genuine ſacred deſign, or true ſolemnity of 
ordination; but as it were a ceremony, or a piece of 
ſuperſtition. Not in a way of humble waiting on the 
ſpecial in of his ſpirit, to bleſs with 
ualifications ; which indeed, none truly can 
do, who think eee are to be qualified in-ſchools. 
But the Laying on of Hands, which was uſed upon 
believers in general, that they might receive the promiſe 
of the Holy Ghoſt, is repreſented in a light very diſtinct 
from that which , was uſed in calling perſons to the 
miniſtry; as in Samaria, all that believed were baptiſed, 
both men aud women, Act. viii. 12. And theſe are the 
perſons afterwards ſpoken of, without diſtinction, on 
whom the en pid . and 1 received the 
Holy Ghoſt, e ee e e 


1 on ok La 426 W We a prac 
in former ages; uſed always with prayer, recommending 
the perſons, or things preſented, to God for his bleſſing. 
And it appears, ſometimes to be done of free choice, 
to expreſs faith in the Lord; as Jacob laid his hands on 
the ſons of Joſeph. And ſometimes by the ſpecial com- 
mand of God, as the people of Iſrael laid their hands 
upon the Levites; the prieſts upon the ſacrifices z and 
Moſes upon Joſhua. And our Lord himſelf, frequently 
laid his hands on the perſons whom he healed, - But whe- 
ther it was done by divine appointment, or of free choice, 
it was always intended as a confeſſion of faith in the pro- 
miſes of God, preſenting the perſon to the Lord by ear- 
neſt prayer and ſupplication, waiting for the bleſſings ac- 

| n 


de ena ec rr in ee . 
hands, in faith of the Lord's promiſe has the divine ſancti- 
cue it i done in pectation of 
; the higheſt of a ES 8 pints. 


1934.6 45.0 


Taz eee Not . 
corporeal hands, but the hands of divine majeſty and pow- 
er, Mat. ui. 16, 17. Mark i. 10, 12, Luke iii. 21 22. 
John vi. 27- Theſe hands are the oil of gladnefs, Pſalm 
xlv. Fo. And the ſpirit of power, Acts x. 38. In which 2 


he enjoyed his God in perſection, and did good to men in 


the richeſt meaſure, John iii, 34. Jeſus laid hands on hs 
_ apoſtles, Luke xxiv. 50. That is, his hands of wiſdom, 
wer, grace and truth, Joh. xx. 22. Act. ii. 2, 3, 4. 
And the hands which he laid upon his diſciples were to the 
ſame purpoſe as the Father laid hands upon him, to enrich 
them with all heavenly blefings, Joh. xiv. 16, 17. — i. . 
25, Eph. i. 17, 18.—iti. 16, 19. And to give them 
power to ſhew forth the glory of God, and to be uſeful in 
his church, x Cor. ii. 4.— Xii. 7, If. —XIv. 15.—Eph. iv. 
12.—1 Pet. iv. 14. The apoſtles (whoſe ſucceſſors all 
faithful miniſters are) laid hands upon ſuch as believed 
and were baptized, Act. viii. 17. - It is true it is not men- 
tioned in every place, nor are we told that they did it to 
all that were baptized. No more are we told that they 
delivered the Lord's ſupper to all that were baptized, nor 
that they baptized all that are ſaid to believe, though there 
is no en to vaudt 1 it; nod pinging of hands is ſuſſi«* - 
| | ciently | 


( 


a a aa, Herne 1 
Saul, Paul upon the brethren at Epheſus, and likewise 

upon Timothy, as well as declaring it to be a principle of 
the doctrine ot Chriſt. And the manner in which it is 
mentioned, leaves no room to doubt that ĩt was a conſtant 
practice, and done to all. For the promiſe is to all ; and 
all that are baptized in the name of Jeſus, are in 
the name of the Holy Gheſt, and do thereby 1 to | 
nme FOE | 


Wee eee eee — | 
of the promiſe; ſo. the diſciples waited; Act. i. 4, 14.-—ii. 
1. Laying on of the hands is & peculiar mode adapted to 
the occaſion, pointing-out that identical perſon for Yom 

ſupplication is made, to ſignify that we do not only = 
acknowledge ſuch a promife in general, but fixedly wait 1 

aldilling thereof upon every one in particular who 
e on the Son of God. It is a ratification of the 
confeſſion of our faith which we made in baptiſm, and 
alſo that we are firmly aſſured that the holy One is nom „ 
actually aſcended into the glory of the Father, fet down on | 
the right hand of the throne of the Majeſty. in the heaven, 
and has now received the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt to het” 
forth upon all that wait for him; and that he will abundant- 
ly pour his ſpirit, in the fulneſs of all rich bleſſings, upon oy 
every member of his body. And in this faith and firm hope | 
the perſon preſents himſelf before the Lord, to lay his 
humble claim to the promiſe, and to wait for the. vital © 
communication into his intellectual powers. And the mi- 
niſter or miniſters preſent him to the Lord in laying their 
hands on him with prayer and ſupplication, in full aſ- | 
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lurüneę that as the Father has fulfilled his wor Se» 
loved Son, he will alſo fulfil it cs de » 80n 6 * al that be. = 
eye i in x the Chiſt of God) 9255 "os e | 


— 5 15 — 
« 


*. — Fun ider Lifes-u up bis 8 . 3 5 
his faith in the Father which i is in heaven; and in the Son, 
who came down from heaven to reveal the Father, and 
who is aſcended far above all heavens, and now comes 
doyyn in the fulneſs of the ſpirit, to fill the hearts of all 
his elect with all. the bleſſings of the fulneſs of God. 
And he lays his hands upon the perſon, i in token that that p 
perſon is now devoted to the Lord, to wait for thegfulfil- 

lng of the promiſe of the Father through the Son of his 
Father and of the Son to dwell 


love, even the ſpirit of thi : 
in him for eyer. The hands are laid upon the head, to 


ſignify that the fulneſs of "the bleſſing of the F ather was 
poured upon Chriſt, the living Head of his body, che 
Church, Eph. v. 23. And as the head is the ſeat of un⸗ 5 
derſtanding, fo we expect to be bleſſed with all fpiritual 
light and knowledge in the heavenlies in Chriſt, Eph. i. 
17, 18. And through the underſtanding that the affec- 
tions, the will, and all the intellectual powers ſhall be 
ſanctified to the Lord, and enriched with all ſpiritual bleſ- 
. Tings, Col. ii. 2. That the perſon may be made ftrong. 
in faith and love, humility, patience, holineſs, zeal for 
God, and joy in the Lord. That he may be a worthy. , 
member in the church of God, and may ſhine as a light 
in the world, till he ſhall be formed into the very image 
of the Son. of God, 2 Cor. iii. 18, and ſhall be ripe for 
_ Wy which is in OIL Rom, i li. 7. 55 


* 4. 
JF 


confeſs the Son of the Father in all Js e his union 
with his church, his high exaltatjh' at the Father's right 
hand, and the abundant anointing which it pleaſed the Fa- 
ther ſhould dwell in his Son, and which now flows from 
himſelf to all his choſen, with the faithfulneſs of his pro- 
miſe, our ſtrong confidence in him, and earneſt deſire to 
him, that we may be filled with the ſame holy ſpirit which 

i ple: the ther ee 
Pfal. e oth ili. * ee *. c e 
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ATTENTION : to the WORD of 
; HRIS T is made -nown to 


V other way; conſequently no man canon M 
confeſs him; who does not, with all his heart and fou, 
attend to the word of the goſpel of the Son of God. Bur 
whoſoever does in meekneſs and ſincerity, apply his | 
whole mind to the word of God, in order to obtain the 
knowledge of the truth, without looking for it any other 
way; the ſame confeſſes the Lord Jeſus, as the trus 
prophet of God: by whoſe ſpirit all ſcripture was given. 
That ſoul is certain to find the knowledge of God, 
Prov. i ii. 1—59 And he that does, with all his intellee- 
tual powers, confeſs Chriſt, 'as the great prophet; the 
ſame will confeſs him „in all his other offices, and cha- 
racters. For he ar believes the word in deed and in 
truth, will believe whatſoever that word relates; ſo 
far as he can underſtand it; and if he is ſincere in his 
attention to the word 2 he is certain to come to the bs 


genuine underſtanding ofat 
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FP of © 4 is Chriſt hielt in the 3 * 
allthe counſels of God, the love of-the Father, the fulneſs | 


Ei the ſcripture record, we ſhall. ſee the 
| Jo tne in? all his offices, characters, excellengies, 
and perfections which ſhine in this word of liſe. In this 
word the faints behold the glory of the Lord; whereby 
they are changed into, che ſame image, 2 C or. Fi. 18. 


By this word they, enje 8 a bleſſings of ſtrong conſola- 
43. 1 _ i. iv. By this word 


* 8, 10, 14. þ this word they enjoy A. — 5 
life, Rem. xv. 4. By this word they are eſtabliſhed 
n the truth as it is in Jeſus, ſo as to be kept from the 
paths of the deſtroyer. Pſal. xvii. 4, and not to be carried 
away with the traditions of men, Eph. iv. 14. For the 
religious. world is full of ſtrange notions and pernicious 
doctrines, which men receive by tradition one from ano- 
ther, without examining, whether they be true or falſe. 
But having heard them ſo often repeated, and ſo confi» | 
dently -affirmed, they take it for granted that they are 
ſcripture truths, though they have not the leaſt fou 
or connection with the ward of God; yet they ſpread like 
a flood, and men aſſert them for truth without any ſer cruple. 
I ſhall take notice of two aut of the many) of thoſe un · 
Texiphuryl e which are Nan almoſt univerſal... 


CONFESSION or ruf SON or GOD. 1 
rer, the doine, of the —— of he foul 


e Yieutes of their own blind-jeaſon; They 
had ſorvkeraderideas of » Wes ſlates, Whit they judged: 
muſt ſuppoſe ——— but oY TD: 


W a e man was made; and chat ha the 
became a living ſoul. But afterward we ate diſtinly 
informed how mortality was introduced by fin, and through: 
the whole pos we 1 an . teſtimony” how im f | 
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"ad china fiat poſſeſs ir im- 
. of glory? Mis only hath imniorta« 
lity ? And who' is the reſurridtion and the life ® For all 
mankind certaitily-ſhall - eſtabliſhed in the immortality 
of Chriſt, (that they never more may deſtroy their being, 
a5 it . the firſt kn) who hath 66. 
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Igaac, 1 were alive — 4 
ee ee ee ee enen ee eee 
N. 37, 38. But had they had immortal ſouls, this 
argument had been no proof of the reſurrection. And 
of apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of the time when the body 

ſhall be diſſolved, aa ſoul ſhall be abſence ** 
pro" v. 1-8, he ſays, Mie have a building of '@o 
'S This can beats cher the Chriſt the Lord; in whoſe im- 
mortality the ſoul ſhall be embraced. Not for that we | 
would be unclothed, but clothed. upon, that ada 


Je fwalowed up of life. Here he plainly e 
: mortality of the ſoul, for the emmy g . the body will! 


i eee eee 18 e 1 
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r ſin, the whole man . inobtal; and. the foul-is: 

certain to die, as well as the body ;/otherwiſe, the judge- 

ment againſt tlie firſt fin could not take plabe, Gen. ii. 
1 17 —＋iii. 19. For the ſentence was pronouneed againſt 
N me whole man, and proves that the whole matte was. 

3 capable of dying, and plainly declares{the. di in 
the creatures exiſtence, Had theſe ſentences onhy ie 
tended one part of the man, or had there been e 
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| ſolid rounds imagine hut on pur n is either : 
or leſs: mortal than ne. — but that foul and body 


*_ le for on 9 live a moment witkour tho other. 8 2 0 
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could: rede Sikh a \Rraige difuion i iis "ther eing, 
from whence no conception of happineſs can be formed; 
and yet een abſurd in the reſurrection, a compound of 
i ifferent natures, the body living by the' 
uncreated * of Chriſt, through the ver Nef 
his reſurreQion, and the ſoul living by a created immor- 
tality _—_— in its own nature. Theſe would be of fuch 
could the man.ever er wu 3 ps true, that. 
| ill exiſt abſent from the body, 
but 
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go? 


| offfing and in i vas to be N the fir would ceaſe 9 


beans bin , Hey owing hr tbl 


readi 
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* 9 85, 00 
margin, 4 kuing aul is appli to every beaſt, and e „ 
fowl or animal creature. But it is common to produce a 
number of choſe texts, which. plainly declare, or make 
| manifeſt, that the ſouls of men are in a ſtate of intelligence. 
or nee in che gone. : 


nothing of man's original, e eee 
but of things as they now are, in conſequence of 
ſurrection of the Lord, the virtue whereof they 
ew. - | VN : I e dad! r CET 

A fititere attention to the word of truths, would, 
all thoſe romantic fietions to evaporate. - PS 
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don Sinai Andean fda vor 
they unavoidably ſin, e mi- 
ſerable. This is a doctrine which God abhors, and has 
forbidden all that fear him ever to mention, Jer. K. 20, 
30. Ezek. xviii. 2, 3, 4. There is not the leaſt foun- 
1 ſor Mos: notion to de found in all the ok 
by. ſophiſtical loſſes Jive rend en — meaning 
upon ſome expreſſions in the ficted Word, in order to fa- 
vour their on corrupt imaginations, and impoſe upon 
the unwary. And all thoſe portions” of ſcripture which 
repreſent the wickedneſs of men in defiling themſelves and 
deſtroying themſelves; they pervert; by turning the fault 
from the individuals and laying it upon Adam. But their 
real deſign is to lay their fin upon God; for Adam'could 
not have cauſed bis fin to pollute his poſterity, if God had 
not fixed ſuch a conſtitution as ſhould carry the contagion, 
and bring all mankind involuntari nr din into a Rate of v wie- 


kedneſs, wretchedneſs, and miſery. | 


ra een of Adam, and all the fee 
thereof, appear perfectly plain to all that ſincerely attend 
to that word; for no man tan attend to the word of the 
living God i in ſincerity but he is certain to underſtand it, 
Hoſ. vi. 3. Joh. viii. 3t, 32. Adam was made foye- 
reign lord of the univerſal creation. All things were 
made for him, and had their dependence on him, Pfal. viii. 
* To 8. Adam fell, 2 creation fell i in bim; 


ſtate o n, 1 1d 1 both . ond RY 
: ſhall mch and be z no "more parry Fw now are, throu 
that very ſin. And all his deſcendents, ſanding in a per- 
fe forderal, union with him, were. as deep involved as 
himſelf in his ſin and all its effects, or the ſuffering, that 
enſued thereupon, which was the total privation of all 

| bieſſedneſs, or the abſolute loſs of all our enjoyments, with 5 
the TEC diſſolution or  extirpation of our bei ng, for nei- 
ther leſs nor more than that is expreſſed i in the eee 
and in the ſentence, , And i it is equally plain that Chriſt 
the ſecond Adam has perfectly taken away that fin, with 
all its effects; o that at his ſecond coming, and the re- 
ſurre&jon of the dead, there ſhall be a perfect reſtitution 
of all things. The ſerpent's 's head ſhall be totally bruiſed, 5 
and from thenceforth no remains of that ſin ſhall ever G 
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| | Mo. mention is ever mob of the ful — : 
having any relation to the damnation of hell, nor of its 
22 a ſinful nature to any of the poſterity of 
For ſince that covenant was diſſolved, every 
— 5 properly by himſelf; and our perſonal ſins 
have no connexion with the ſin of Adam. There is 
no reſemblance between the things threatened againſt the 
the one and the other. The former was not properly 
puniſhment, but loſs ; which being reſtored, thro?. the 
atonement made by Chriſt, we feel no more than a taſte | 
thereof. But the latter brings puniſhment of the deepeſt 
nature, even eternal miſery to all that die in their fins, 1 
Mar. ix. 44, 46, 48. And this puniſhment, being the 
torment of their own. conſciences, is of ſuch a nat ure, 2 


as no man can poſſibly feel for another's crime. Adany . 
F as” » 7 Fic 
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the execution began that very day, and the fentence is in 

_ executing upon us all to this hour. But the laſt judge 

ment upon individuals, for the deeds. done i in the. body, : 
will not COMMUNES: HEINE! rs OL, 41 in are 

ſublided, - BI * PF 400: = dag nyt 
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1 think 8 can « find plain ee Fo the ſatin. 
ture, that our nature is become ſinful from Adam. They 
urge the words of Job, Mo can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean? Here they conjecture that J ob was ſpeaking. 
of an original corruption, which he had derived from his 
firſt Father; whereas there is no mention made of any 
ſuch thing, but of his own deficiency, which. could not 
produce, any thing worthy. to ſtand before God. They | 
plead the words of Bildad, How can he be clean that is born 
of a woman? As, if man derived uncleanneſs from his 
mother, or from the race from whence he ſprung ; 7 where 
as he does not appear to be ſpeaking of any ſuch thing, 
but of the infinite diftance between the tremendous ma- 
jeſty of God and the inconſiderable worm man. That | 
even the ſtars. are too mean to; appear before the glorious. ; 
Being, as Eliphaz ſaid, His angels he charged with folly. 
Yet they are called holy angels, and they do his com- 

mandments. Howbeit, all that are born of women are 
urjuſt by ſin; but this is never imputed to their original 
formation, but to the abuſe of the faculties with which 


God had endued them. They propoſe the words of the | 


Plalm lviii. 3, The wicked are eftranged from the womb, 


they go aſtray, as ſoon as they be born, ſpeaking, lies, - As if x 


men came wicked out of the womb. But why. is this 


| vu * » Ive wicked, if it be the caſe of all 5 2 
K 0 
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No m man in tk e t of his reaſon can 
Lan go about acting wickedneſs, © or ſpeaki 
hour, day, month, or year after hop, are : born. Tho 
meaning can be no other, than that they do theſe things | 
fo ſoon as their underftandings will admit, unleſs we un- 
dierſtand David to mean (which is not improbable) that 
wicked parents taught their children wickedneſs from we | 
very earlieſt period that they were capable of acting or 
. as many parents do before the child can poſli- 
bly know the evil. And it is * A- c- that many 
children receive more damage 
rents, chan either they or their parents ever roceiyed from 
Adam. Another ſcripture commonly brought to prove 
this original corruption, is Pal H. 5. Bebola, I was fha- 
d pen in iniquity, and in fn did my mother conceiue nis. This 
they plead as undeniable, that man comes into the zorld 
ſinful, But if that had been David's deſign, how came 
he to know it? It was not poffble for lä to remember 
His own conception, and there Was nok any thing written 1 
from whence ſuch a ſentiment could be gathered, But 
g the matter is plain. In the margin, our tranſiators tell 
us, that the word rendered conceive, in the original " 
warm, which very properly-may be applied to his mather's . 
nurſing care. So that no more appears, than chat in 
lamenting His fin, he books back, and remembers' the. 
| Vanity” and frowardneſs of his mind from thoſo early years, 
and mourns and grieves that from his youth he had ſhapen 
[ himſelf t ta evil diſpoſitions and habits, as we all have done. 
In whatever nature he was conceived was not his fault; 
but wherein, 3 bad corrupted. the'n nature > which Arne 
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paired by the al; 28 it is my: Sewn his 4 
it was not before But nature, or wenlensſs of nature, 
was never called ſin, or corruption It is deviation 
from nature, that is ſin. Sin is the tranſgreſſion of the 
law. But the law neven required more than a right uſe 
of thoſe natural powers, whieh we have, Deut. vi. 5. 
Levit. 'ix. 18. But new born infants cannot poſſibly 
be charged with ſin; for while they have no underſtand- 
ing, they cannot be under any law, Joh. ix. 41. Rom. iv. 
15. Arid what that fin is, which they bring with chem 
into the world; is ſuch a chimera, as all the wit of man 
will never be able to deſcribe, © Nor was a. more fooliſh - 
tale ever told, to them that underſtand what ſin is; than 
that fin ſhould exiſt" in kings, ſo long as they haye no 
veſſels to contain it. It is out of the nature 
of things, tor ſin to be, only as it exiſts in the under- 
ſtanding and will. They will need all the ounning f 
Beelzebub, to help them to ſhetv how ſin ſhould haves 
being in the foetus in the womb; or how it ſhould be 
communieuted in the conception, at dis birth, or any - 
way, before the underſtanding be opened, to know good 
and evil. And I do not ſee any advantage, that any one 
can propoſe by this doctrine; either any light it is ſup- 
poſed to give, ot any comfort it can yield; only to 
excuſe their ſin, and lay it upom God; for if ſuch a con 
ſtitution there be in the human nature; God muſt have 
fixed it; and therefore; muſt be the author, or firſt cauſe 
of our ſin. Or elſe, that this doctrine may ſerve as a 
bugbear, to frighten ſuperſtitious parents, to bring their 
children to the church; leſt they ſhould be ſent to hell 


for N ſin, and themſelves damned for the neglect. 
K 2 | | But 


foune \dam ni Pager vr Sinking his 3 
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the d pit nd held a — — to invents 
_ ee to overthrow” all the truth of Gods at one 


a el Wang this _ —— Falls, no n truth | 
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TW fads: in. . 5 ths) aw os "The 
er tells us, man was made upright ;' this ſays, he 
comes depraved into the world. The word lays man's 
deſtruction on himſelf, Eccleſ. vii. 29. Jer. ii. 47, 21. 
Hoſ. xiii. 9. This tells us, he was deſtroyed. in Adam. 
We know he was deſtroyed in Adam, but not with the 
deſtruction which they ſuggeſt. The evaſion that Adam 
was made upri ght, and deſtroyed himſelf, and us in him, is 
a quibble of the father oNies. The Scripture ſtill charges 
men with corrupting themſelves; this tells us it was 
Adam that corrupted them; the word tells us, the wo- 
man's ſeed ſhall bruiſe rhe ſerpent's head; this tells us, 
the ſeed of the ſerpent then ſown in Adam, will go down 
with men to hell, and ſo his head never will be bruiſed, 
but live to eternity, The word ſays, there ſhall be a reſ- 
titution of all things; this ſays, the effect of that firſt fin 
will be eternal damnation, and conſequently there never 
will be a compleat reſtitution, -. The ſcripture. tells us no” 
a ſecond death, but if Adam's fin has any influence there- 
into, it will not be a ſecond Gy n a coping ner 
[Ian 5 | | «+ eh 
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Ie denial ef al the perfoBions of Gall A | 
| could bring forth creatures to be ſinful of ners bs 


could not be a holy being, if he could condemn, and eter- 


maly puniſh creatures for what never was in their power 
0 avoids: he could not be a, righteous being; if he could 
prevaricate in the threatning and ſentence which he paſſed 
upon Adam, intending a more terrible puniſhment than he 
expreſſed, or than the man could poſſibly underſtand, he 
muſt a& a moſt perfidious part. If God gives man alaw, 
which never was in his power to keep, and caſts him into 
endleſs miſery for the breach of that law, he muſt be the 


moſtexecrable tyrant, The Lord admoniſhes men perſuades 9 


and reaſons with them to avoid ſin, expreſſes his moſtar- 
dent defire, Deut. v. 20,—xxxii. 29. and laments over 
5 them, Pal. Ixxxi. 13. Luk: xiii. 34. But if himſelf 
had brought them into the world, in ſuch depravity as made 
it impoſſible, he muſt be the moſt infincere of all beings. 
He denies that he evet required to reap where he had not 
ſown, Iſai. v. 4, and declares his ways are equal. But 
this doctrine makes it all a deluſiye impoſition, ſo that & ac- 
n to ul TT _—_— is no true on 5 


Fuss | vine: vomit Honjcs the Modiawr:; Foe the | 
| ſentence againſt the firſt tranſgreſſion took hold on the 
Lord Jeſus as deep as on any of the ſons &f Adam. He 

was made of the ſeed of David; made of a woman; and 

conſtantly calls himſelf the Son of man. And in whatever 
nature others-come-into the world, he came in the ſame; 
which, if it was ſinful, he could not ſtand before God; or 
if he came in a different nature, he could not be all one 
with his vrethren, ang therefore could not ſtand our re- 
preſentative 
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. 
raiſed up from among their bfetheren ; all of one. In al! 
_ things made like his brethren; and yet he tells us, he 
was without fin, undefiled, ſeparated from'finners, and in 
him is no ſin, without blemiſh and without ſpot. But if 
ve come polluted into the world, both theſe teſtimonies 
cannot be true; for either he muſt be defiled with us, or 


he could not be in all things like us; therefo eicher this 
TOs TOs or there i is ont e th FIRE ja 


| Ties: I have bolefly dwelt bc ebe edi run 
hs wes, to ſhew the neceflity of à cloſe adherande to | 
_ the oracles of God, But there is the lache reaſon to be 
upon our guard every opinion that is commoilly | 
„** for in general they are 
nothing elſe but the traditions of men, and the froth 
of ſchools, perverting the precious truths of the holy one 
of God. There certainly is much wiſdom, and many uſe- 
Full ſciences, taught in the ſchools relating to the things 
of this world; but the things of the kingdom of Gof are 
utterly out of their latitude, being of a higher nature," of 
which they nothing know. Therefore, if we would 'know 
the truth of God, we muſt attend to the ſimple teſtimony 
of his word, without any regard to the doctrines of men; 
However ſtrongly abetted, or univerſally received. For if 
a man's mind be fixed in the common ſentiments df the i 
religious world, and takes a deliberate vie w in whatlight 
the God of Glory is repreſen ted thro* thoſe mediums,” or 
according 
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according to thoſe vulgar opinions. I lee not how ann, 


man can believe in ſuch” a god, or love ſuch” a being. 


Neither can I conceive it poſſible for any man, pat 1 


repent of his ſims ſo long as he ig perſuaded, the 
unaveidably brought ußen him by Tome. 2 
his own. But every one that confeſſes the Son of God 


in a confeſſes him in this) that ke utterly explodes. - 


ben the will of Gay appli bil itil 69th 
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ligent ſearching of the ſcriptures, wherein all the will 'of 


God is contained; that ve may be'grounded-in the truth 
of the ſacred record; and that we may behold the encel- 
alarged, and enriched, into the beim 


leney that ſhines.in the holy one; 
be enlighten da e 
bleflings of the: Lord, Emmanuel. And in this ſearch the 
ſoul is quite alert, 2s if ſearching for-filver and ſceking for 


hid treaſure. For, knowing that all the ſcriptures 'teftify 
of Chriſt, he compares the words: of one prophet, © with 


another; the words of one apoſtle, with another; and the 
true import of the: Qld Teftament; with the clear manifeſ-- 
tation in the New yea, he diligently ponders the hiſtotical _ 
parts with the vrophefies and epiſtles, till he ſees the har- 


mony, and conſiſtency of the whole; and till he ſees 


Jeſus to be the light and truth, the life and power, "the 
alpha and omega, of all the divine oracles. Thus he comes | 
to underſtand the true fear of the Lord, and find "the! 
knowledge of God. He beholds the goſpel of the don of 
God, ns ape thlwove'of the divine wilt; and there 
he beholds the ſhining forth of all the glory of the Lord. 


Thus, 


„ 


3 ſtanding. But ſome men may ſay, Are there 


Ich. en e conf Chriſt the rent prophet tode $ 
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4 Tall 3 to the word of God, unden 
the public miniſtry of the goſpel. For that is be ent- 5 
nance of Chriſt; Who has , promiſed to give paſtors ac, 
cording to his heart, to feed with knowledge and e 
antichriſts now in the world? How then ſhall 1 Know 
who thoſe miniſters are, whom Chriſt hath ſent? 1 5 ov © 
there haſe:come'many thieves and: robbers, but the ſheep. 
did not hear them. Tho? I doubt not, but there are more. 
than a thouſand preachers of this world, for one that is 
. Chriſt Vins yet the Lord gives that light to his 
of Revladbub, and the language. of Fam 2271 
= Notwithſtanding, ſome young chriſtians may be 
ſiome time before they get the victory over the image 1 
of the beaſt, eſpecially if their reſidence be in ſuch a part 
where the pure goſpel of Jeſus is not preached, or not 
within a convenient diſtance, which is the caſe in ſome: 
places. This may be trying to the lambs of Jeſus, to 
be ſepa rate from the flock; not having opportunity to 
hear the word of God in truth, nor enjoying the com- : 
| pany of the diſciples of Chriſt ; this may cauſe them to 
grow flat, and languid in their ſpirits ; and this is the time 
of danger, being at the ſame ne, ſurrounded with carnal 
profeſſers, and preachers of a perverted; goſpel, who nen 
ſtantly preſent their gilded baits, and deluſive counterſeits, 
to enſnare and beguile unſtable ſouls. Here it may he - with. 1} 
ſome difficulty, that the babes in Chriſt obizin deliveranees. | 2 
219 1. | But 
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fay then, with in the ſpirit, and ye-ſhall not fulfil the tuft of 
the fleſh. If they be the real called ones, the love of God, 
will prevail, and they will ſearch after the truth with all 
their ſoul; and the Lord has promiſed; that they that ſeek: 


ſhall find, for they that follow Chriſt ſHallnot abide in ark- 


neſs. And tho? for a time, the carnal troops may'e 
come them; through che power of the {| ſpirit, they ſhall 
come at the 
they will eſchew the darkneſs; and come out from among 


thoſe that walk therein ; for ſo hath the Lord commanded, 
Cor vi. eee Fer hey eannot feed TO gun 


[retire Wen us Wolves; and ſo far as is practi- 


they will attend to hear the göſpel, where i is 
rare demonſtration of pag Mar. iy. . 
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of truth, that is, chriſtian conference, and come 
This was the practice of the ſaints of old, Mak; iii, 16. 


And -chiiſtiins/ are athivonihel te conforr” Wells - 
dify one another, 1. Theſſ. v. 17. 


ſelves together, and edif 
And if they verily be the children of light, this they will do 


as they have opportunity ʒ for the Lord has given diyerſi- 
ties of gifts to his ſaints, and they are intended to be uſeful 
in inſtructing one another. Therefore we are command- 


ed not to forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves together, but 
to exhort one another. Heb, x. 25. For notwithſtand- 
ing, that. none of them pretends _ any light, but 


what they receive from the word of trut that word is ſo | 


extenſive,” deep, and bouridleſs ; ; fo ric 6 holy, -—_ 
CH 5 L 1 


fo far as they are brought to the lifht; 
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together, and imparting” their ideas one to a 
to mutual edification. Therefore the Lord has made it 


exec eee [Wie on ces Col. poor 155 wat 


— e able to f 
to conceive of, or to contain che whole. | 
ferent eapncities, to view things in their differ 
ons; eee eee 
and another conceives of anothar; wen by Sn 
; tends 


our duty to love one another, to live in peace, and to 
preſerve the unity of the ſpirit, that we may comfort and 1 
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of truth, peculiar to en Bs: Wees e 


David was s conſtantly * He reer F n the works 
of God. Pfal. 'lxwvii. 12. He meditated in e e of. 
God, Pfal, :cxix. 148. He meditated all the day, * 
exix. y. He meditated in the night watches. Pſal. Ixiii. 
6. And it is the character of every child of light, that N. * 
delights in the law of the Lord, and meditates therein 
day and night, Pſal. i. 2. In all theſe different modes, 

the believer attends to the word of life, with all his ſoul, 
and makes confeſſion of him, of whom that word teſtifies. 

For the word is Chriſt himſelf, in his griice and truth, and 
eee nn _ 
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20 nature, and an exerciſe 


m_ glory in the higheſt per- 
Lord, Plal. Evi. 
8. and all vations an eli Sb and him, 
Plal, c. I, 2.—cxvii. 1. Rom. xv. 10, Ihe; Rev. xiv. 
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vided; — 3 — e 
given tothe other, for they are one... ee 
ing and praiſe, is the moſt diret᷑t and immediate 
confeſſing the God of all grace. Anne 
ſenſible feelings of our hearts, and breath out the very joys 
admiration, and gratitude of our ſouls; declaring our in- 
tellectual conceptions of the Lord of glory, and the deen 
impreſſions thereby made upon our innate powers, and 
exert all the faculties of our minds, to ſhew. forth the ex- 


cellency, the ſo, the greatneſs, and the goodneſs of 
the . one. And this n _ conſiſts of | 


. N ee to 36s ciconthine a 
or his eſſential perfection: herein we confeſs the abſolute 
majeſty and glory of the Father, his eternal, infinite, immu- 
table en ; his righteouſneſs and holineſs, his wiſe 
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that all ; 
Lord omnipotent ; Aer from the beginning of che weed 

have been hid . „now ſhine in the l aſtetin 
the face of Jefus © Chriſt "for Emmanuel is ee 

of che Father's glory, the e image of rſon; and 
in him dwells all che fulneſs of the Godbead- odily ; 

all that is in · the incomprehenſible Jehovah, is in the man 
of his right hand. J and my Father are one. Thus, all the 
faints adore and bleſs, magnify and extol the Father in the 
Son, and the Son in the Father; while they eonfeſsthe Holy 
Ghoſt to be the very life, light, ſpirit, n | 
the Father and the Son, proceeding into the hes af all 
that believe; to come by the knowledge of the on tru 

God, and Jeſus Chriſt wfom he hath ſent; to introduces 
them into che -e wee the men and the Tunes 
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II. n ate e dien ame, in th oe 
2 of himſelf, in his great goodne 
to a world of loſt ſinners; wherein hes nas revealed the 
eternal counſels of his will in his cinrladivg Jovey a im⸗ 
mutable purpoſe of grace, according to his fore - appoint- 
ment, as he had determined and ordained in his own inva- 
riable mind, before the world was. This is now revealed 
in his beloved Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things, þy whom he made the worlds. This love he fully 
' manifeſted in taking our nature, being made of a woman; 
in openly declaring the father, in preaching the righteouſ 
58 of God, and ſhewing forth” his ſalvation ; "in taking 
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veal from all iniquity, and-may jaberit eternal life... F vt 
theſe things, all the, children of. light de only he, d 
mire, adores praiſe, extol, magrify, and. exult in then 
of the dan and uſcribe to tha on God, the Father, the 
1,apfthe Holy Ghoſt ; all gloxy,þongur, n wortbips 
with, ——— of their ſauls, Fot al it is x ritten, int 
name of . ; every; Knee, fell ges every tongur Hull 
e Ge it 56 '2 aid xd 10 grroter 26:86 - 
. 2110 At lit 0 Ba TAaft l 4 14770 1 8117 erb bot) .* 
II. In aſeribing to as Fatbere fte ON. and te he | 
Holy Oboſt, Al glory and praiſe, for the ahun 
munications, and flowings, of grace, with ieh their a 
ſouls axe hle ed. They bleſs, his name, t at he. 
their hearts, 10 attend to: — — 
neſs and impenitence; that hy the light of his- worde 
opened their eyes, when dar neis hac blinded their minds, 
that when dead i in treſpaſſes and ſins, he was pleaſed ta 
quicken them. to lire by the faith of the Son of Ged,z chat 
| when they were engmies in their minds, they were rem 
ciled to God by .the death of his gon 3, tha when they were 
far off, he ph, them nigh, , by, revealing, the bloed 
Crit in their conſciences; that when * were — 
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perfect d from all fin, with all the remaihs, and 
al iheeffes sf dt they Thall obtain a glorious re- 

redtion to be Uke che Hoty One, and tobe with him 
that they wall Rand at his tigt hand -unblameable, and 
els in his fight rod ates ement ; and 


| which-the Father 1 


diſpoſitions wrought by his grace in their ſouls; as Jove 
to God, love to the brethren, hatred to ſin, thirſt after 3 ky 
waren and baterdek bonne, Tubrmifion to the will erf 
al bet his glory ene in n n his | 


— bleſſing; Ape W HolyO Te; 
_ abundant enriching of their intellectual pi powers, ſo far 2s . 
they have received the abititings of the Holy Ghoſt; | 
The elear nge they rw eHjoy to look into tlie deep, the 
8 high, the glorious "tir gs of; the kingdom of God, being 

the 5 it of truth ; The ſuperlative and | 
inimoveable joy” their fouls partake of thro” the divine 
cothforter, whom the Son has ſent from the F: ather ; the 
ceſs they have to the throne of God, and the bold- 7 
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Forces and ll ſuch likes Lolita; the childrediof light 


can never forget to be thankful, nor can they forget the 
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0 this ordinance we are commanded by 1 of 
| we are excited by our neceflities, we are drawn by 


the moſt encouraging invitations given, we are ſtrengthen - 
ed by the promiſes made to them that aſk, we are inſtruct- 


ed by the f xecial directions given in the wotd of grace; and 
we are guided by the ſpirit of truth. But this is .only . . 
to be underſtood of the children of God; it is hot the duty 


of ſinners to pray, ſo long as they are going on in a courſe 
of wickedneſs: Iſai. i. 10.—15. Thoſe prayers are on 


mockery, taking the name of the Lord God in vain. The 
ſacrifice of the wicked i is an abomination to the Lord. But 
there is another fort of perſons ho are finners, but are 
convinced of their ſinful Rate, and are deſiring deliverancs,. 
crying, God be merciful to me a mer. Theſe cannot 


come to God with that boldneſs, or find ſuch near acceſa, 
3 1 
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_ pteſumptive rigut in conſideration 'of.. hat God 
chat he has declared himſelf to be merciful and gracious; 
to which declarations they have a right to plead or lay 
claim. Foraſmuch as er are made to perſons in we 
very ſame predic A 
ſelves to be, even rarely; ; and there is no diſeourage- 
ment to to any | ſoul that ſeoks: the Lord in ſineerity. Rom. 
X. 12, 13. But the diſciple of Jeſus, knowing that God 
| is his father, and that he i is accepted as a child in his father's 8 
hauſe, can come with boldneſs, and draw. nigh in full aſ- 
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: — abundant encouragement 


_ Glvation from their ſins. Theſe: are bee 10 prey upon 


Tal. as. they. know them- 


ze of faith; for through Chrift by the ſpirit of adop- 
tion, be finds free acceſs to the Father. Now, ſo far as 


 theſe-humbled fingers: pray to God through Chrift, . they 
_ confeſs. him aecording to what -meaſure of faith they have 
attained z but he) cannot confeſs him like the cal diſei- 

rer. who ee in the abe e W h-the- 
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No. man ever prays to "the Father, ie in aber noms ofthe 


Bon. No man cometh, unto the Father but by me. Joh. xv. 
6, IZ. -V. 16.—Xvi. 23. 24. I do not ſay they may 


never preſent a petition to the F ather, without immediately 


| mentioning the don by name, but it is IE? py bold- 


E 


STON or ras $0N or 'GoD. 1: 


| "tif alle Heer chem in the Son; this, to every bes 
hever under heaven is familiarty known. And in com- 
ing to God by Jeſus Chriſt alone, they confeſs that in 
themſelves their is nothing that cah render them worthy, 
to come nigh to the Holy Lord God; and until a perſon | 
is perfectly convinced of his own wretchedneſs, and ali- 


enation from God. It is impoſpble for him to come to 
the Father by Jeſus Chriſt; for no man lives by Chriſt 
but thoſe whom he quickens from the dead: and in com- 


ing to the Father in the Son, they confeſs the boundleſs 
love of the Father in providing ſuch an High Prieſt; 
they confeſs: the fulneſs of grace and truth which dwells 


in the Son, ſufficient to give them acceptance with 


the Father; they confeſs the light and truth that ſhines 
in the goſpel of his grace, whereby their ſouls are direct- 


ed into the living way; and they confeſs. the vital influ- 


ence of the holy ſpirit, in bringing their dead ſouls i in 


this living way, to the living God; and they confeſs 


that all the proiles Oy an, 


Pawan is m by Jiſtiog up be foul, Iifring up | 
the hands, and lifting up the eyes; as alſo, pouring out 


the heart, and pouring out the ſoul; which , implies 
the ſtrongeſt confidence in the Lord, and the deepeſt 
ſubmiſſion to his will, as well as the. higheſt adoration 
of his glory and majeſty. In whatſoever - 'we call upon 


him for, we confeſs, his all- ſufficieney to perform, and 
his goodneſs to grant our ' requeſts 4 for in that we 
iro? the Son; we 
acknowledge his omniſcience, to knoꝶ all our hearts, 


make our ſupplication to the Father, 


and all our wants; as alſo, we confeſs] us ſympathy and 
tender n Heb. it. 18. We confeſs his ab- 
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folate ber and dominion, oyer all the with erſal c me rea- 
tion, as well as over our Whole exiſtence, ſpirit, foul, 
and body; and his infinite fulneſs to beſtow every bleſ: 
ſing that our ſouls can deſire or enjoy. For every ſoul 
that prays to the F ather which is in Heaven, can truly 
ſay with the pſalmiſt: whom have I in Heaven but thee? 
and there i is none upon earth that I defire beſides thee. For 
in this addreſs we give him our whole hearts, and our , 
whole ſouls ; and therein we declare, that wel explode 
All dependence on any other being; and that our whole 
expectation is alone, from the God of our Lord Jeſus | 
_ Chriſt, Ce] foul, wait thou nd _ Ged; * OR M a 
r is 1 how bim. 115 | | 


Tux children of God have esd Sent 1 
bleffings; and as they walk in the light, they know 
what they enjoy, and what they ſtill ſtand in need of; 
for what they have received, they bleſs, admire, adore, 
praiſe, and give thanks; and for what they ſtill Want, 
they aſk, they pray, they cry to God moſt high, wy 
plead in the name of Jeſus, and humbly wait for the 
fulfilling thereof. They have received forgiveneſs „ 
ſins, as relating to divine wrath, and the curſe; in this 
ſenſe, they never pray for remiſſion, but bleſs God for it. 
Col. i. 14. But as they are conſcious of many faules 
in the fight of the God of holineſs ; in this ſenſe, as chil- © 
dren, they pray to their Father which is in Heaven, every 
day, for his forgiving grace; they are delivered from 
the dominion of ſin: Sin hall not have dominion. oer 
you. But from the incurſions of that enemy, they are 
not yet free; Rom. vii. 22, 23. Therefore they praß 


for preſervation from the evil preſent, and for the total 
4 85 dellrudion 


ON ESSION A van SON 2 "GOD. 90 
leſtruston thereof in the end. Heb. ix. 28. They 


| are called out of the world, and no more belong to it; 


but while they are in che world, d conſtantly pray to 
be kept from the evil. Joh. xviil 15. They are turn- 


ed from the power of Satan, but they continually pray, 


to be delivered from his. deceptions. 1. Pet. y. 8. 


; They enjoy the light of life, yet they earneſtly 3 5 for 


greater meaſures of light, and to enjoy life more 
dantly. They do really dwell in Chriſt, and he ra 


but they perpetually pray, that they may grow up into 
him in all m_ more and more, till they come 


to perfection. Eph. iv. 13, 15. God is glorified thro! 


what Chriſt. hath done in them, by the word ef his grace, 
and the power of his ſpirit; yet they always pray, that 


the work may be more and more effectual, and that their 
Heavenly F. ather way" be TAS more and more. 


Ting difciples/of Jefus undertnnd! the wire; teuch!16, 
and ſubſtance, of that form of prayer which the Lord 


taught them. They ſee it to contain all that ever can 
| be neceſſary for a believer to pray for; and that it never 


was intended for any but [thoſe walks can, in ſpirit and 
truth, call God their Father; for none elſe can uſe it 
without profanation ; but the real diſciples attend to it as 
ry in all their ſupplications. And when they uſe 
different expreſſions, it is only to aſſiſt their ideas, to 


enter into the various branches ſpringing from that ex- 


tenſive root, ox the various ſtreams ariſing from that all- 
comprehending fountain. They never think they can 


aſk for any thing more, or greater, than what is com- 


priſed in thoſe divine ſentences : for they ſee them to be 


ſo very 3 that if they uſe this form verba- 
M2 tim, 
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bim, as ſometimes FO 10 RI privt | | 

it is with the utmoſt deliberation, making „ 
at every ſentance, to give ſeope to their conceptions, that 
their hearts may go along with their expreſſions, leſt they 
aud lightly run over theſe facred words with their lips, 
without the ſpirit and per, or without due 'reverehoe, 
defore their Father which istin Heaven: They acknow:- 
" ledge. the propriety, - and excellency of every We 

and thereby they preſent their petitions in the ſpirit, and 
e b N eke to, 6 Faber i. a n ever ry 
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: JHIS. FOI” PITT CAN Anni 
A: not as a ſtated practice, to be kept in regular 


courſe; only i in ſuch caſes, and at ſuch times, -as-hevtflity 


or:occalion/Thall: require. And herein the ſaints confeſs 
the Lord, as a preſent help in trouble, or in time of need; 
and that he is always nigh, unto them, in all things that 
they call upon him for. And in this way it has always 
been attended to, by them that ſought the Lord, in all 
ages, in any emergencjes, diſtreſſes, or upon ſpecial ocen · 
ſions, they made it a point to faſt and to pray before the 
Lord, to ſeck his * ande ne ahn. 
Na 
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0 in ue, Arbe dated falt e Gael, 


once a year. Lev. xxili. 27. Becauſe they were a 
national 


3 * * * FY </ FIPS * 
So 4 , N We worn F TP; 4 
= . 9 
2 7³ — 
5 > * * 


NBESSION: of vu me Nor G0 
a chun 4d like other onen char 
we buf them were, carnal perf bm; 
Wn. 1 


: ſuch as knew the Lord in Iſtael, ag boch 
private and publick, according as the nature of. things 
required 3 the circumſtances, of the caſe, and the ſpirit 
of God, directing them. And as all chriſtians are hleſ- 
ſed: with che ſpirit of God, to, guide them in matters of 
this nature, they need no times fixed: to oblerve this or 
dinance ; for the nature of the caſe. points to them. hen | 
it is neceſlary to faſt, according to the wiſdom and di 
redtion \giren.by we Lord. dne v. 3 357 120 35 LEY 
0 four 591 35 A 1 
1 world, look: upon fs ORAL; ie ce © 
auſterity, as a;taſk, or kind of puniſhment; put "upon 
them; for this is what carhal people can IF 
And perhaps it, did ſo appear 10 the carnal people 
Iſrael; as. it is faid, they ſhould alflict their, c . 
they refrain from all meat and drink, they thigk;they | 
faſt ; and no doubt that total abſtinence. from, eating and 
| drinking, is included in faſting, provided the h of 
the time, and the perſon's conſtitution” be ſueh, tha 
is able to ſuſtain, But it never was intended: 25 a pu uh 
ment, but a preparation for drawing nigh to God; and 
if the natural frame be over done, and the animal powers 
, weakened; the perſon. is not in a fit poſition for waiting 
on the Lord. And ae the true end of faſting would 
nortification * 
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11 dns of a RAY is cling elſe, Für chet eing 
quite diveſted of all carnal incumbrances, we may be en- 
tirely devoted to the Lord; having our hearts at full liber- 
+», without any embatraſment,” to pour our ve ry. ſouls 
into his boſom. Therefore, true faſting is is abſtinence. 
from every thing that any way might intercept, | into 
mode, or influence the mind toward any other object; 
from all indulgence, or ſenſual gratification ; from all bu- 
ſineſs, from all company, from all cares, from all ſtudies, | 
and from every thing of a ſecular nature, that may inter- 1 
rupt our communion with the Lord, or any way divert 
our minds from the moſt ſincere attention and humble ad- 
greſs to che throne of our heavenly Father. And at the 
ſame time it requires the moſt deliberate examination of 
ourſelves, whether we indulge any ſinful inclination, or # 
perverſe practice, which God hates, and which may hin- | 
der our acceſs to he throne of grace, Pſal. Ixvi. 18. 
With deep repentance, and ſincere turning to the Lord 
with all our W Ifai. Wiii. 55 6,7 e ii. 125 1 35 12 5 

40055 end of fating is is; when hs children of God are 
under any deep affliction, to obtain relief from him in 
whom they have believed. Thus David aften mentions 
his prayers and faſtings in his diſtreſs, and Daniel ſet his 


face unto the Lord God, Dan. ix. 3. And Paul, when 
buffeted by a meſſenger of Satan, beſought the Lord thrice. 
| SEARS I bd not underſtand ey" of \ making three pray»: 


ets, 
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ers, but chat he 6 Ir 6e made his ſupplication . 
faſting, prayer, and interckſion. And there may be caſes 
ſo difficult, which require ſuch ſtrength of faith as is no 


Mat. xvii. 20, 21. Mark ix. 29. It is true, there is no- 


thing too hard for faith. - If it be but. as 4 grain of muſ- 


tard ſeed, nothing ſhall be impoſſible. Not that it can 
overcome all things, conſidered only in the ſimple 


* 
* 


but being the true ſeed, will grow to the greateſt herb, 


ſo as to be victorious over every oppoling power. And to 
this ſtature faith arrives in the way of the appointed means, 
lifting up our ſouls to God, pouring out our hearts to the 


Lord, in the deepeſt humility confeſſing his name, with 


F; 4 
WE + 


faſting, prayer, . interceſſion, and deep e, and 


* waiting fa: the . Vn!!! ro bg 


Bur faſting may | 1 uſed, not ik in 1 of ai. 


treſs, but to obtain ſome ſpecial favour from the Lord. 2 


We find it mentioned as a practice among the R 

when there does not appear any affliction, both reſpecting 
miniſters, 2 Cor. vi. 5, and private chriſtians, 1 Cor. vii. 
55 and of churches, Act. xiii. 2. And the Lord has ap- 
proved it, and has given us directions how to conduct 
ourſelves therein, Mat. vi. 16, 17, 18. But we find it 
chiefly uſed in waiting for the ſpecial miniſterial gifts, 
which God has promiſed to his church. The firſt inſtance 


of this was in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, before he en- 


tered upon his miniſtry, faſted in the wilderneſs forty . 
days, Mat. iv. 2. And immediately after returned in the 


power of the ſpirit to preach the goſpel, Luke iv. 14, 15. 
And tho? the diſciples could not follow their Lord, for 


the * of time which he . * followed him in 


* 
Ws 
a 


„* 


i 2 „ 

raite The * 8 fory - 
i exalted to give, for the edifying of the body: of Chritt, 
Eph. iv. 10, 12; 12. That thoſe whom the Lord is pleaſed 

. to appoint to the miniſterial” work, may receive gifts of 
know edge, diſtinguiſhing” Judgement, enlargedneſs* 'of 
conception, deep penetration into the myſteries ofſthe Fa- 
ther, and of Chrift; with courage, utterance, zeal, and 
judicious addrefs, to hew forth the : glory e of the goſpel, to 
faints and ſinners. In theſe things, or upon any other 
roper occaſions, the faints are ready to confeſs the Name 

' of Jeſus, in following his example, and his dire sten, 

with an intire . on his bleſſing. . . 
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T E appoltiimert of the Sabbath Day, w was n the 
- 1-2 © beginning, i in commemoration of the- great work of 
kreation 5 from which God reſted on the ſeventh day, 
Gen. ii. 2, 3. Heb. iv. 4. And where God gives cm- 
mandment for obſerving the ſabbath, he gives this as the 
reaſon thereof, becauſe himſelf had kept it, Exod. xx. 11 
xXxi 17, That all the children of men might reſt from 
their works, as God did from his; that they might con- 
template the works of the Lord; ne be refteſhed in be- 
holding his great goodneſs 3 for God never appointed any 
} thing to — to be a wm or burden, 2 28. 


bore, in che riches of his. leing ki 


the nation of Iſrael, IT 
ſtrongly. inforce upon them the keeping of . ſabbath; a E | 
a token of his peculiar regard to them; that they might : 
remember that he was their God, and thaf they were his | 
people. Ley. xix. 3, 30.—xvi. 2. Deu. * 12. Ezek. 
xx. 12. But in the original conſtitutſon, as bbc 
was no way peculiar ta them more than other people ; „ | 
but while they kept the ſabbath from. 0s. it, it 


devoted: to him, and enjoy & | 


neee man. Fond il. . Nh. HER - 3 


B= | nan avant PAY 
5 was only to the people of Iſrael. It is a pity that 
men ſhould expoſe their .igno 
ſpeaking things ſo unguarded. The fabbath was hallow- 

ed from the very beginning; Wien their was no ſuch 


Yrafice, and inattention, by 


thing as the nation of Iſrael exiſting. It. is true, when 
the nations of the earth had become Vain, ſetting up their 
own inventions, and following their own imaginations, 
till by forlaking and deſpiſing, they had loſt the know- 
ledge « of the true God; and when God had fingled out 
People for himſelf, he did very 


ſhewed that they had not departed from God, as the reſt 


of che nations had; and by this it appeared that. they were. 


his peculiar people, i in that they attended to his ordinances, 
and called them à delight, which all others deſpiſed. And 


certainly the higher Favours the I Lord beſtows upon any 


hey are under to confeſs 


people, the ſtronger obligations 


| bis goodneſs, and make a right improvement of che bleſ-_ 
lings "__ deans * r of che _— of 


God. 
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3 chriſtians xy fo it is not the b abbath at 
they keep; and ſome go ſo far as to deny that wende 
any commandment for keeping « day. While others 
affirm, that the true ſabbath can F acl on 
ſeventh day of the week, and dates Gen n: 
e e itw n . the. week, 


kind Fd, he 1 3 ag not of the ceremonial l. 
ef the law fixed in the very n thi 


Toe 


Chriſt did not come to detto, nor Was it! in his power to. 
ogate, ſeeing it was bis Father's immutable Will. 
Mat. v. 17, 18. .t was before the law given by Moſes 
on Mount Sinai. For in the firſt — a of it to Tirael, 
| Exod, xvi; 5, 22.—30. It is not ſpaken. of ag 2 prect 2 
that then commenced, but-as a ſtanding ordinance Which 
they knew before. The ceremonial Jaw, Chriſt fulhlled 
| by bringing in the ſubſtance, i in the place of the ſhadow. 
But the immutable law he .gffabliſhed, and performed it 
Himſelf to the laſt punctillio. Nor did be. ever violate the 
 Gbbath day; tho the Jews accu d. reaki | 
ſabbath, but that was only beca N 


» TT 7 : - * VE 


their ar er e 6 9 b Fi 1 285 v3 Fe | ki 765 * 


SO en 
wentfor obſerving the ſabbath 471 this | is an open. . 


eradidias gone expreſs word. of God, ck is f 
Ens ns it For ever. It was never left to 
„ will, or wildom of men; nor did the 1 


e 1 reſerved power to Io: to change the 


identical day, as he ſhould ſee ood, be being Lord of the 
E B Rk 3 or a fabbath | 
. 4 . of the nu- 


N 1 — changel it * theit own Ns, it 6 

10 inſult upon the great Law-giver. But if the Lord 
bbat has himſelf changed it, and bas given u 
nple ' that we ſhould follow his ſteps, then it is no | 
error, but . N of Glory, that we walk 
in the ſame path; , is then the BT ' be emylired 
into, whether this change inf Go or of men; in i 


nails thee chi : 


$ are to be attended to. „ 


„ 


* 


1 Warn & hos of God (after having an utc 
his authority, as Lord of the ſabbath) has'e 1 
peeulſur regard to che firſt-day ef che: 
other, or even than the ſeventh day? 1 
has done, for this. was the day. of his reſurreQion fr 
the dead, wherein he laid aſide the form of a ſervant, 8 
manifeſted himſelf 7 to de Lord of dead and living. A8 
God reſted from his orks of erration on the ſeventh day, | 
and in remembrance whereof, the Tevent! ay 
kept hitherto ; now Chriſt reſted dom Wit ak of "I 
 dewption on he 421 TW" 28 this Was a wort fat 
OY SG 7 voy ex 
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Cation bf everlaſting life, never to be deſolved; "| Hob. "xii - 


appeared 3 and | prodched to is diſciples 2 


| the next firſt day of the week, Joh. xx. 26. And che 


bs I, the Arſt pouring out Ft the Holy 
Pentecoſt : as all know, whe? knowthe meaning of that 
| time, that it was the firſt day of the week, or the. wee , 


b 


7 0 up imo . che pt 


| both Were on the firſt day of the w 3 17 | ys 


| phat we +> No ", "Bk P 1 
* * ys he was, zen of + them? forty E61 ö Butt this'does "ſt 


gave be hich dee e bs :svanifhing 
away.” Pfal. eil. 25, 25. But the latter laid the founs _ 


28. The Evangeliſts ate very particular in their t. 
mony, that it was the firſt day of the week in the end ef 
the fabbath, yehen the ſabbath was pate har” the t 
the ſame d, and noted with a cg emphaſis + Begg 
#he firſt day of the bee. Joh. XX. 19. "That he fit 5 


prop Tr ce. on them, Fake dem of: the” IR 
Holy Ghoſt. 5 And though one being abfent »and 

therefore did not helieve, yet the Lord did not appest 
again to convince him, till the days were come about, "2 


moſt 92 7 ebene of. the Heavens War ever came upon 
he ſame .- K. week, Phat 
hoſt, on the da of A 


e the fabbath, 22 Wali 1 1, 15, 16. 
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| And tho there may be ane W to cpncelyes a 1 05 


t maintain. As to his aſcenſion, © 


his e might 2 work for 


b the diſeiples made it 45 fa 
The 2 ion | 


one from coaches bar night th Ie neare 
a number of weeks, one — "Pl t 
the Lond aſcended, he aſſured his diſciples they-ſhauld. be 
with the Holy Ghoſt, not Hh days Benet, e _— 
o many thoſe days were, no man now living knows, 
Bare is plain that the Lord opened the laſt viſion, ſe t 

his laſt meſlage from Heayen,. and finiſhed. all 1 

ne rt 5 Rey. ig 19. John calls A 

which can convey te us no other idea, but | 
which the Lord had gs honoured, nd *. 5 
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ling and ſorrow; which he ſuſtained for our redemption- 
Joh. xix. 30. AR. iif 24; The glorious reſt, which the 
| goſpel gives to the World. Hai. xi. 10. The humble ſoul 
reſting from ſin and ſorrow. Mat. xi. 28; 29. x Pet iv. 2, 
Tbe believer reſting from his own works: Heb. i. 10. 
The ſoul filled with the holy ſpirit reſting in divine com- | 
fort. Joh: xvi. 22. Rom. xiv. 17. And the univerſal reſt 
which the everlaſting goſpel ſhall give to the world, 
when the power and glory thereof hall overſpread the 
5 N earth. Iſai. xi. g. * 1 Hab. i ii. ir. . 1 
SO ſaints, in edlebrating the fabbath of t the Loni . 
the Lord's day, make confeſſion of the majeſty, glory 
and dominion of the Son of God, whoſe power is equal t 
chat of the Father ; and being ſovereign lord of the 1 ; 


| hath changed the day to a more excellent purpoſe. In 
this they confeſs the reſurrection of the Lord of glory. Ins, 


17 s they confeſs the opening of his glorious eommiſſion, 
to his apoſtles, to ſpread the glad tidings of reft to all the 
world. In this, they confeſs the fulfilling of the promiſe 2 
of the Father, in ſending down the Holy Ghoſt. In th 
they confeſs the completion of all iſion and propheſy 
and that all the wiſdom of God is clearly opened, ſo far 
as is compatible with a ſtate of mortality; or that is poſh, 
fible to be madeknown-to us, while in this earthly tabers 
nacle. For, on the firſt day of the week, All theſe things 
were performed; And in this, they alſo confeſs their un- 
ſhaken hope; that when the ſorrows and teils of chibpre- 
ſent life ſhall be expired, and after the world has ryoyed 
the true ſubſtantial ſeventh+day-ſabhath-of univerfal reſt 
and peace, through the riches of the glory of the ever- 
laſting goſpel}, Pfal. Ixxii. 7. Iſai. ii. 4. Mie. iv. 3, 4. 


MF Hat 3 in the end of that fabbath, the Lord will come in 
his 


Ss 


r 
5 


| his glory, to tles che true At- day- labback, or The. 


mong them; they wait for the fulfilling thereof. „ 
guiding their underſtandings i into the deep things of the 


n 


n 


out of their ſouls. And on him in 
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coxrrsstb wee or rut so. or GOD. "Mg . 


glory: of dae oft to come : the * reſurredtion. 
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And with theſe 1 views, the chile of light CnAify this = 
Holy ay. Bleſſing, praffing, 1 f agnifying, admiring, 1 
adoring, Haber extolling, and giving thanks to the 
father of lights ; for all his bleſſings, manifeſt in the ſon 
of his love, and depending on his promiſes to dwell a- 


kingdom of God; in eſtabliſhing their hearts in the faith 
of Jeſus; in ſhedding abroad the love of God in their 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt ; in uniting their ſouls to him- 
ſelf, in deep humility, reverence, and godly fear; in di- 
recting them into the knowledge and practice of all his 
commandments; and inſtructing them into every hing 
that may be for the glory of God, and the edification of 
their on ſouls ; as well as for the benefit of tis : 


They continue waiting on him who was manifeſted to 3 


take away our fins, to accompliſh the extirpation of fin, 


hom it pleaſed the af 
father that all fullneſs ſhould dwell, to enrich their ſoulss 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings. And on him who is gone into 
heaven, to prepare à place for them ; to prepare them 
for that place, to haſten the time of his coming, and re- 


ceive them to himſelf. Thus, in keeping his holy days. Fe 


they confeſs the Lord of glory, as their All in all; in a2 
things paſt, preſent, * to come. This is ee 2 "2M 
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